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BY DAMLA BEK
EDITORINCHIEF
CUNY off ered the Professional 
Staff  Congress a 6 percent wage 
increase over six years, following 
hours of negotiation between the 
Offi  ce of Labor Relations and the 
union’s bargaining team on Nov. 4. 
Th e negotiations were protested by 
CUNY faculty and staff  outside of 
the CUNY Central Offi  ce on 42nd 
Street, resulting in 54 arrests. 
Th e collective bargaining off er 
comes fi ve years after the previous 
contract’s expiration and six years 
after the previous wage increase.
If approved by PSC-CUNY, , the 
union that represents more than 
25,000 CUNY faculty and staff , 
wages will increase retroactively 
and incrementally per year up until 
2016. Faculty members are looking 
at a 1 percent retroactive increase 
on wages earned on and after April 
20, 2014 and a 1 percent increase 
for wages earned on and after April 
20, 2015. Eff ective April 20, 2016, 
faculty and staff  will see a 3 percent 
increase in pay and a fi nal 1 per-
cent increase on Oct. 19, 2016, if the 
contract is accepted by PSC-CUNY. 
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and their places 
of worship can 
seem alien and 
estranged. Th e 
Rubin serves the vital purpose 
of providing anthropological in-
sight to CUNY students  for free.
ARTS & STYLE 11
The Rubin and CUNY bring 
art to students (p. 11)
Freedom 




campaign, is a 
nod at classics 
from the 1990s. 
With three 
playable characters and game-
play comparable to Sonic and 
Mega Man X, the vintage appeal 
is likely to attract gamers.
SCIENCE & TECH 15
Freedom Planet tributes 
classic games (p. 16)




the fi rst time 
in 18 years. 
Vasekina and 
Jackson-Hing 
led the brilliant 
eff ort with a doubles win as Arias 
added another in singles play. 
Th e champions will play in May 
with their automatic berth into 
the NCAA tournament.
SPORTS 17
Bearcats victorious in 











formed, executives have decided 
to make signifi cant changes to 
the division through addition.  
BUSINESS 8
Credit Suisse hires four 
healthcare bankers (p. 9)




fallen, and the 
culprit seems to 
be none other 
than the new 
Common Core  
program insti-
tuted in schools across the coun-
try. Intended to bring all students 
to the read the same level of ma-
terial, it has proven otherwise.
OPINIONS 5
Math grades slip due to 
Common Core (p. 5)
COURTESY OF DAVE SANDERS
BY NICOLE CLEMONS
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
CUNY administration has 
announced its plan to “hold 
community college tuition at its 
current rate for the coming fi scal 
year” while campaigning to ask 
the New York State Legislature 
to “extend the university’s au-
thority for a modest, predictable 
tuition increase at the senior 
colleges,” in an article published 
on the CUNY Newswire website 
on Nov. 3. 
Th e Rational Tuition Plan is a 
law pushed by the CUNY Board 
of Trustees that was passed by 
the New York State Legislature in 
June 2011. Th e law raises tuition 
by $300 each academic year for 
fi ve years at CUNY and SUNY 
schools. It is set to expire at the 
end of 2015-2016 academic year.
CUNY’s appeal for the con-
tinuation of the Rational Tuition 
Plan in its senior colleges will be 
submitted for approval from the 
CUNY Board of Trustees under 
a budget request resolution at a 
meeting on Monday, Nov. 23. A 
public hearing on the potential 
expansion of the plan will be 
held on Monday, Nov. 16. 
CUNY administration states 
in the article that “Th e proposed 
extension of the increases at the 
senior colleges will help to en-
sure the sustainability of high 
quality academic programs and 
support services as high student 
demand continues. Th e colleges 
are currently facing a 3 percent 
cut in funding levels for staffi  ng 
and non personnel services.” 
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
BY SUMIT POUDYAL
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Th e lights went on, but Tommy 
was not in his barbershop yet. 
Charles entered through a door 
and said, to nobody in particular, 
“What are my lines?” Mr. Collins 
shot a glare, and the group dis-
persed. Th ings were easy for Mr. 
Collins, one might say, for he was 
a dead man; Charles was going to 
be, but no such luck. 
Exit Stage Left, an independent 
theater group run by Baruch Col-
lege students, was putting up a 
dress rehearsal for Cut, its sopho-
more production at the college, 
on Oct. 27; the two-day run would 
begin in about 24 hours. Th e set 
had been reassembled the night 
before, having been disassembled 
earlier to make room for rehearsals 
for a fi ne arts faculty production to 
be staged in two weeks. Th e pre-
vailing sentiment that afternoon 
could be summarized with the 
high-fl ying colloquialism of the 
meme generation: “Th e struggle 
is real.” Th e energy, however, was 
unmistakable.
Baruch sophomore Benjamin 
Long, who wrote—and codirected 
with Baruch senior Jessica Nie-
berg—Cut, started Exit Stage Left 
in 2014 with three Baruch students.
 
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
Exit Stage Left puts on original works for Baruch College audiences
KIMARA DAVIS | THE TICKER




Nearly 800 PSC-CUNY members rallied in protest to working  fi ve years without contracts and six  years without a wage increase.
BY EDWIN MOREL
NEWS EDITOR
Th roughout the fall semester, 
Baruch College’s Undergraduate 
Student Government has worked 
to fulfi ll goals they ran on during 
their Next in Lex campaign last 
spring. Th ey promised to advo-
cate for all, build bridges and cre-
ate connections. Perhaps most 
important—especially in light of 
contemporary views on govern-
ment—was their platform’s prom-
ise to run a more transparent gov-
ernment. 
As a starting point, Baruch USG 
launched a new website this se-
mester, ditching the outdated Ba-
ruch Connect for an easy-to-use 
means of providing students with 
information.  
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
CCNY USG leading trend in student-government transparency
SPECIAL TO THE TICKER
City College USG posts all their fi nancial doings on their USG president’s Facebook 
page to be more transparent with their student body about where tuition fees go. 
“I just kept thinking, ‘CUNY in cuffs—this is what it has come to.’” 
-Vincent DiGiralamo, Baruch professor
BY JONATHAN SPERLING
STAFF WRITER
In order to get to her classes 
in the 23rd Street Building, Amar 
Sharif traverses a steep ramp on the 
rear side of the building that serves 
as an accessible entrance for stu-
dents with disabilities.
Th e psychology major is just 
one member of the Diff erence 
Makers, a year-old club that strives 
to promote awareness for the ad-
versity faced by disabled students 
at Baruch.
“Getting into the campus is 
extremely diffi  cult,” said Sharif, a 
junior who is one of nearly 10,000 
students with disabilities in the 
CUNY system. “On the 23rd Street 
Building the accessible entrance 
is all the way on the other side of 
the building next to the garbage. It 
just makes you feel as if ‘since I’m a 
student with a disability, I am seen 
as garbage’.”
Th e Diff erence Makers club 
was originally started by Zachary 
Triano in 2014 in order to address 
a multitude of issues faced by dis-
abled students at Baruch. 
After Triano graduated, he was 
succeeded by current president, 
Margaret Ling. 
In a general interest meeting 
Ling headed last week, students 
expressed concerns about the ex-
tremely heavy fi re doors that are 
nearly impossible for wheelchair 
users to open on their own, fl oor 
layouts that are hard to navigate 
for visually impaired students, and 
handicap entrances that are diffi  -
cult for some students to access.
“From the very point that we 
[students with disabilities] walk 
into this building it is a disad-
vantage,” said Ling, who served 
as vice president of the club at its 
inception. “It is a cold environ-
ment that doesn’t have the same 
warmth as the other [CUNY] cam-
puses. A lot of times, the only way 
we distinguish ourselves with our 
professors if it is not a visible dis-
ability is a sheet of paper that we 
have that says we need special 
accommodations.”
Among the quality of life solu-
tions suggested by club members 
were the installation of a stair lift to 
aid students with mobility issues, 
a button located near all fi re safe-
ty doors for students who cannot 
open them without assistance, and 
audio cues in hallways for visu-
ally impaired students who cannot 
easily locate their classroom.
Several members of the Diff er-
ence Makers are also active within 
the CUNY Coalition for Students 
With Disabilities (CCSD), and most 
recently voiced their grievances at 
the fi fth USG senate meeting on 
Oct. 6. 
“I know a person in a wheel-
chair who could not get inside 
the doors downstairs,” said Lolita 
Kravchenko, a fi nance and invest-
ment banking major who serves 
as vice president of the Diff erence 
Makers. 
“He would wait, like, 15-20 min-
utes for somebody to open the door 
for him. People do not know that 
there are others with disabilities 
among us,” Kravchenko said. 
As diffi  cult as it is to implement 
improved facilities for students 
who are disabled, the Diff erence 
Makers have already seen small 
but noticeable changes thanks to 
their eff orts of advocating to school 
administrators.
“We recently had a conversa-
tion with the dean where we talked 
to him about all of the stuff  that has 
been going on,” said Kravchenko. 
“Th ere were no elevator signs 
that said ‘give this space to dis-
abled people’ but recently last 
week I actually saw a sign there. 
It was something that we want-
ed and it is a great thing that it’s 
already accomplished.”
Despite its fl aws, Baruch still 
seems to be making strides in 
terms of accessibility for dis-
abled students compared to other 
CUNY campuses.
“Personally, I think Baruch is 
a much better school for people 
with disabilities,” said Irina Sin-
gal, a psychology major. “I went to 
Brooklyn College and if you think 
this [Baruch] is bad, you should 
have gone there. When it comes 
to elevators, all the students would 
push ahead of me and go in front of 
me and not let me inside and you 
literally have to stand there and 
wait even though you deserve the 
elevator more than they do.”
With around 15 members cur-
rently involved in the club, the 
Diff erence Makers have created a 
tight-knit community of students 
united by common issues. 
“We have our own community 
now on campus where we have 
shared experiences that we might 
not be able to speak about with 
other students,” said Ling, a man-
agement specialization and entre-
preneurship major. “We’re com-
fortable enough with each other so 
we are our own little family when 
we are here on campus and that 
great relationship transcends out-
side of the classroom and outside 
of Baruch.”
According to Ling, the Diff er-
ence Makers hope to have a sen-
sitivity class implemented for stu-
dents, staff , and faculty to decrease 
the instances of disability shaming.
Looking towards the future, 
the club hopes to bring in guest 
speakers to club meetings, or-
ganize group outings, and ulti-
mately breed acceptance and 
knowledge about Baruch’s 
disabled community.
“It’s the 21st century, so I feel 
that students with disabilities 
should be accepted more,” said 
Singal. 
“Th ere was an article about 
some girl who just got into a soror-
ity and it just so happened she had 
a disability. Everybody was cheer-
ing for that like it’s a big thing but 
in this day and age it should not be 
that big of a thing. Everyone should 
just be accepted.”
Th e Diff erence Makers usually 
meet Th ursdays during club hours 
in NVC 4-214. Th ose wishing to 
contribute to the Diff erence Mak-
ers’ cause can do so by making a 
donation at the accounting unit on 
the second fl oor.
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Gov. Andrew Cuomo will ex-
tend provisions from the 1945 
New York State Human Rights 
Law to protect transgender peo-
ple after announcing his plan to 
take executive action to adopt 
regulations that will prohibit 
harassment and discrimination 
against gender identity in mat-
ters of housing, employment, 
credit, education and public ac-
commodation. Nineteen states 
in addition to Washington D.C. 
have explicitly prohibited dis-
crimination based on sexual 
orientation and gender iden-
tity, while three other states 
prohibit only sexual orientation 
according to the Human Rights 
Campaign.
_________________________ 
Th e U.S. Department of Edu-
cation announced that it would 
award $182,549 to Borough of 
Manhattan Community College 
and $247,713 to City College of 
Technology in support of the 
colleges’ science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics 
programs. Th is money is a por-
tion of the $3 million that the 
Department of Education is 
awarding to a total of 13 colleges 
and universities nationwide. 
“Th ese grants will help ensure 
that students, particularly our 
underrepresented and minority 
students, are well-prepared for 
the 21st century global market-
place and on the path to a suc-
cessful future in a STEM fi eld,” 
said U.S. Secretary of Education 
Arne Duncan. 
_________________________ 
$1.1 million from the may-
or’s budget has been awarded 
to help sustain the Fatherhood 
Academy at LaGuardia Commu-
nity College and $1 million from 
New York’s Young Men Initia-
tive has been awarded to Hostos 
Community College and Kings-
borough Community College 
to help expand the program. 
Th e three schools aim to assist 
more than 200 fathers over the 
next year. Th e CUNY Fatherhood 
Academy helps prepare unem-
ployed and underemployed 
fathers ages 18 to 24 living in 
New York City with responsible 
parenting, college readiness 
and work. 
_________________________ 
With Veteran’s Day ap-
proaching, CUNY honored 233 
outstanding CUNY students 
who are U.S. military veterans 
at an event on the USS Intrepid 
on Nov. 5. “Veterans are extraor-
dinary students who bring ex-
ceptional talents, maturity and 
experiences to the classroom,” 
said Chancellor James B. Mil-
liken. “Just as they served their 
country, they are now seeking 
higher education at CUNY so 
they can better serve their fami-
lies, their communities, their 
city and their country in signifi -
cant ways.” Between Fall 2004 
and Fall 2014, CUNY doubled 
its veteran enrollment to nearly 
3,000. Approximately 70 percent 
of CUNY’s student veterans are 
full-time students.
_________________________
Baruch College’s graduate 
program has received high na-
tional rankings from Th e Finan-
cial Engineer Times for 2016. It 
ranked 17 in Master of Market-
ing, 25 in Master of Accounting, 
49 in Master of Finance and 61 in 
Master of Economics. Th ese add 
to the list from 2015, most nota-
bly, receiving a ranking of 21 in 
Master of Financial Engineering.
COMPILED BY 
EDWIN MOREL
N e w s  B r i e f s
BY THEODORE SUNG
STAFF WRITER
Black History Month at Baruch 
College is a month fi lled with vari-
ous events and programs prepared 
by Student life’s Black History 
Month committee in order to cel-
ebrate the diversity and richness of 
Black history at Baruch and plan-
ning for February 2016 has begun.
According to Savanna Ramsey, 
assistant director of student activi-
ties, Black History Month at Baruch 
is an opportunity to celebrate the 
rich legacy and heritage of the Af-
rican diaspora within the Baruch 
community. Students, faculty and 
administration have the chance to 
work together to showcase accom-
plishments, engage in cultural dis-
cussions, provide awareness and 
celebrate diversity.
Th e Black History Month com-
mittee consists of both faculty 
members and Baruch students 
who are interested in preparing 
and promoting events for Black 
History Month. Th e events are 
usually promoted through social 
media, rolling board posters, OSL 
newsletters, USG newsletters, 
academic departments and fl iers 
around the campus. 
According to Ramsey, Black 
History Month is expected to have 
a total of eight to 10 events. Within 
those events are two to three big 
events, in addition to an opening 
and closing ceremony.
Last year, Black History Month 
at Baruch consisted of about 10 
events, spread throughout the 
month. Included in these events 
were the usual Black History Month 
opening and closing ceremonies. 
Th e opening ceremony, which oc-
curred on Feb. 4, consisted of mu-
sical performances and cultural 
foods that explored African cul-
ture and diaspora. Included in the 
opening ceremony was a keynote 
by Dr. Georgina Falu, a scholar, 
educator, translator, high-level ex-
ecutive and leader of AFROLAA 
(Afro-Latinos of the Americas). 
AFROLAA is in the movement for 
all Afro-Latinos to gain conscious-
ness and learn about their heritage 
and history. 
Th roughout the month, the 
Black history month committee 
provided the college with a va-
riety of events, which included 
educating students and faculty 
about African culture and heritage, 
providing professional insight, 
and creating strong relationships 
through networking. 
An event called “Exploring the 
African Diaspora” gave individuals 
who registered the opportunity to 
expand their knowledge of Black 
history by going to Baltimore to 
explore the historical venues and 
to tour the fi rst Black wax museum 
in the nation. Th e historical ven-
ues showcased over 6,000 years of 
Black history.
Last year’s Black History Month 
also consisted of fundraiser events 
and a Health and Wellness bone 
marrow drive, which allowed those 
who were interested a chance to 
sign up and become a bone mar-
row donor. Th e event called “Rent 
Party” consisted of an evening of 
dance, play, prizes and refresh-
ments. Th e event was a 1970s-
themed fundraiser that raised 
funds for the Sickle Cell Disease 
Association of America. 
Th e closing ceremony occurred 
at the end of the month, on Feb. 28, 
and consisted of a Jazz and Harlem 
Renaissance-themed dinner.
Preparation for Black History 
Month 2016 has already begun. 
Th e offi  ce of Student Life has been 
searching for students interested 
in participating as part of the Black 
history month committee, in terms 
of planning events for the upcom-
ing month. Th ey have been pro-
moting recruitment through de-
partmental newsletters and fl iers 
and by reaching out to clubs and 
organizations at Baruch. Accord-
ing to Ramsey, students participat-
ing will be able to build relation-
ships with one another, develop 
their leadership skills, and hone 
into their programming and event 
planning capabilities. 
“I want individuals that are 
looking to build relationships 
with departments as well as clubs 
and organizations. Someone that 
wants to positively aff ect the Ba-
ruch community and showcase 
the diversity that our community 
is composed of [sic],” said Ramsey. 
Students who are a part of the 
committee are tasked with plan-
ning eight to 10 events within Feb-
ruary for Black History Month. Ac-
cording to Ramsey, recruitment re-
sponse has been going well.  “I look 
forward to working with students, 
faculty and staff  to make BHM 2016 
successful,” said Ramsey. 
Th ere is no certain deadline, 
but students and faculty interested 
are encouraged to reach out to the 
offi  ce of Student Life in order to 
attend meetings and be a part of 
the process. 
According to Ramsey, no big 
events have been planned just yet, 
but the fi rst committee meeting is 
scheduled to take place sometime 
this week. 
Difference Makers a sounding board for the disabled
Black History Month planning already in the works
“We’re comfortable enough with each other, so we 
are our own little family when we are here on campus 
and that great relationship transcends outside of 
the classroom and outside of Baruch.”
- Margaret Ling, president of Diff erence Makers
Heavy fi re doors, unconducive fl oor layouts and lack of facilities make it diffi  cult for disabled students to navigate the campus
AGATA PONIATOWSKI | THE TICKER
Students recited poetry for the closing ceremony of last spring’s Black History Month.




Barbara Sirois, director of the 
offi  ce of services for students 
with disabilities at Baruch Col-
lege, initiated the project, As We 
Are—Disability: Portraits of a 
Community, to empower and en-
courage members of the CUNY 
disability community to embrace 
who they are. “What we describe 
here is real. Th ese are real people,” 
Sirois confi rmed.
With the support and commit-
ment provided by Lisa Edwards, 
assistant vice president of campus 
operations and Dr. Arthur Down-
ing, vice president for information 
services and dean of the library, 
this project has highlighted the 
signifi cance of people expressing 
who they are—through personal 
narratives and portraits—demon-
strating the rights of individuals to 
positively impact society. Portraits 
of the 18 members of the CUNY 
disability community are located 
on the 3rd fl oor of the Newman Li-
brary Building, next to the laptop 
reservation desk.
After the viewing of the photo-
graphs on the 3rd fl oor during the 
project’s offi  cial unveiling on Nov. 
3, a conversation continued in the 
Rackow Room and Lounge Rooms 
of the library building, where 
those featured in the project 
shared their stories in greater de-
tail. Th e reception started out with 
gratitude of the project’s creation 
and signifi cance, then continued 
with a few extended stories from 
the participants of the project. 
David Paterson, former gover-
nor of New York state, shared what 
growing up with limited vision 
was like. “Th ese services won’t 
only help students, but society,” 
Paterson claimed. 
Roger Sherman is a photogra-
pher at Florentino Films in mid-
town Manhattan. It took him two 
years to complete the project.  He 
interviewed and took photographs 
of students and faculty members 
from all around CUNY.
“Th ese beautiful photographs 
by Roger [Sherman] were spec-
tacular. He was able to sit down to 
talk to these individuals and stop 
a moment in time to capture it,” 
said Sirois.
“Th e interest in the perception 
of career development is so far off  
for these students because it is as-
sumed that their grade point aver-
age might be diff erent than the av-
erage student’s,” expressed Sirois. 
One of the faculty members 
profi led, Dr. Karen Gourgey has 
been part of the Baruch faculty for 
many years now and is the direc-
tor of the Computer Center for Vi-
sually Impaired People at Baruch. 
In 2013, Gourgey was honored 
with the Matthew P. Sapolin Vi-
sionary Award and the Nat Sea-
man Award for her dedication and 
service to the blind and visually 
impaired community. Gourgey 
believed that everything starts 
with self-support. “I had to live 
with lack of understanding, preju-
dice, and sometimes just plain 
lack of access before I fi gured out 
that I really would have to advo-
cate for myself. Th ese were impor-
tant experiences that governed my 
life,” Gourgey shared. 
By creating this project, stu-
dent and faculty participants can 
speak out in support of personal, 
social, and emotional growth for 
community members with dis-
abilities. In addressing these sto-
ries as a community, it lets others 
know that these individuals are 
proud to be who they are and what 
they are capable of doing.  
 “Th is has taught us to wear 
our coat of armor with honor. As 
we tell our stories, it will continue 
to open doors for others who fol-
low our footsteps,” shared a blind 
attendee of the event.
G.L.A.S.S. evolves to be more inclusive
BY MEGAN GUARD
STAFF WRITER
Working collaboratively, the 
LGBT History Month Commit-
tee and Gender, Love and Sexu-
ality, Spectrum, G.L.A.S.S., have 
held a range of events celebrat-
ing the month of October for the 
LGBTQ+ community. 
Students frequently stop by 
the Health and Wellness Center, 
where G.L.A.S.S.’s resource room 
is located, to ask what time the 
next event will be held that same 
evening. Although the numbers 
have been modest, the attendance 
levels at these events have fulfi lled 
G.L.A.S.S.’s expectations. 
Early this month, Open Mic 
Night brought in nearly 50 attend-
ees. It was a way for students who 
are not a part of the club to get 
involved and leave with an aware-
ness of what G.L.A.S.S. is. 
Since introducing its new 
name last year, when it was for-
merly known as the Gay, Lesbian 
and Straight Society to Gender, 
Love and Sexuality Spectrum—
what Naimul Khan, president of 
G.L.A.S.S. refers to as one of their 
“defi ning moments”—the organi-
zation has been more focused on 
creating inclusive events. “I fi nd 
that Baruch students in general 
aren’t very active on campus so the 
ones that are—we want them to be 
involved,” said Khan.
Th ere have been events like 
Safe Zone training, an informa-
tion session where faculty, staff 
and students receive helpful tips 
for becoming a better ally to the 
LGBTQ+ community, and Queer 
People of Faith where each of the 
seven tables at the resource center 
represented a diff erent religion. Art 
projects were also set up on tables, 
each one meant to reveal one’s 
own identity with a combination of 
that faith. “A lot of important con-
versations happened at the table 
about diff erent religions and what 
it is like to be an LGBT person in a 
religious household or to be a reli-
gious LGBT person,” Gabe Roman, 
Creative Director of G.L.A.S.S. ex-
plained. 
G.L.A.S.S. has evolved greatly 
since its inception at Baruch Col-
lege as G.A.L.A. in 1977. Operat-
ing in a stigma-heeding society 
that oppressed the voices of the 
LGBTQ+ community, G.A.L.A.’s 
members were virtually unable to 
conduct meetings at school with-
out the help of security guards to 
protect the students. Th e group 
was eventually forced to go un-
derground during the wake of the 
HIV and AIDS scare in the 1980’s 
and reemerged a decade later as 
Gay, Lesbian and Straight Society. 
Last year, with the Gender Neutral 
Campaign, G.L.A.S.S. received a 
lot of suggestions from students 
who were unable to identify with 
the acronym. 
“People came up to us at ta-
bling events and were like, ‘even 
though I’m part of the community 
this name does not refl ect me as a 
person and I don’t want to say I’m 
part of the G.L.A.S.S. when people 
think I’m narrowed to Gay, Lesbi-
an, or straight.’ But as a club who 
listens to their members and takes 
their feelings into high regards, we 
decided to change our name to 
refl ect what they were asking for,” 
said Roman.  
In an eff ort to refl ect a safe 
space for intersectionality in not 
only sexuality but also identity, 
creating dialogue focused on is-
sues aff ecting individuals within 
the LGBTQ+ community have 
also become a primary focus for 
the group. 
Last year, G.L.A.S.S. was able to 
hold several events on gender and 
relationship structures like poly-
amory and how to be an ally for 
someone who is polyamorous. 
Th is year the club plans to fa-
cilitate an event called ‘Toxic Cul-
ture,’ “which is not about views 
of the LGBT community from the 
eyes of those who are not in it 
but about the views of those who 
are within it. It is from the eyes of 
the people who are within and 
the issues that exist between the 
sections, like a how a gay man 
might view a bisexual person,” 
explained Roman.
Community colleges 
will see tuition freeze
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Th e operating budget for CUNY 
in fi scal year 2015-2016 is $3.2 bil-
lion with 45 percent of the budget 
stemming from state aid, 10 per-
cent from city support and 45 per-
cent from tuition and other rev-
enue, according to “An Overview 
of the CUNY Operating Budget,” a 
document handed out to Universi-
ty Student Senate representatives 
during their August 2015 retreat. 
Th e CUNY Newswire ar-
ticle states that the university 
plans to propose a $3.4 billion 
budget proposal for the 2017 
fi scal year, including a $50.4 
million increase for manda-
tory costs and $106.6 million for 
programmatic investments.
Terrence Martell, a Baruch Col-
lege faculty member of 30 years 
and chair of the University Fac-
ulty Senate, has publicly support-
ed the extension of the Rational 
Tuition Plan.  
Martell has high hopes for the 
approval of the extension of the 
plan, stating, “It’s certainly going 
to be approved by CUNY at the 
next board of trustees meeting. 
And then it will become our bud-
get, our fi scal request to the state 
for fi scal [year 2016-2017]. Th at 
works into the governor’s bud-
get, which is due to be presented 
in January. Th at gives the chan-
cellor the opportunity to make 
his case in Albany while the rest 
of us are on Christmas break,” 
continued Martell. 
In May 2015, USS passed a 
resolution in unanimous support 
of a tuition freeze. Joseph Awad-
jie, chairperson of USS, stated 
that if the state extends the Ratio-
nal Tuition Plan, then students 
would suff er.  
Since the article was only pub-
lished on the CUNY Newswire 
website as of Friday, Nov. 6, Aw-
adjie plans to make a request that 
CUNY administrators circulate an 
email of the announcement to all 
CUNY students.
“Like all major announce-
ments, I expect our students to 
receive appropriate notifi cation. 
I think a mass email to all CUNY 
students would have been far 
more eff ective and appropriate in 
disseminating the announcement 
about the proposed tuition hikes,” 
said Awadjie. “It may be more pre-
dictable but it is far from rational. 
It would be rational for our state 
legislators and Gov. Cuomo to in-
vest in the future of New York by 
investing in the education of our 
citizens,” he continued.
In the same spirit, Baruch’s Un-
dergraduate Student Government 
voted in October to pass a resolu-
tion supporting the USS resolution 
to “Preserve the Aff ordability and 
Accessibility of Higher Education 
within CUNY.” Baruch USG Presi-
dent Annie Sourbis stated that it 
was expected for CUNY to support 
the Rational Tuition Plan, “which 
is why we wanted to move quickly 
on voting on a resolution in favor 
for or against the plan,” said Sour-
bis. Daniel Dornbaum, USG vice 
president of legislative aff airs and 
Baruch USS alternate, has been 
advocating against the extension 
of the Rational Tuition Plan. “In 
the next month, I would like to see 
students come out in numbers to 
support USS and USG here in their 
eff orts. I want students to convince 
administration that this is not a 
good program for the students of 
the university ... Th is does not end 
at the Board of Trustees hearing,” 
said Dornbaum.  
PSC-CUNY protests, arrests made
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Th e negotiations began at ap-
proximately 2:30 p.m. in the CUNY 
Central Offi  ce on 42nd Street. Just 
outside, nearly 800 PSC-CUNY 
members gathered together in 
support of a new contract, de-
manding fair economic treatment. 
During this “act of mass disrup-
tion,” 54 of the protesters were ar-
rested and charged with disorderly 
conduct for blockading the doors 
in an act of nonviolent protest. Th e 
protest was led by Barbara Bowen, 
PSC-CUNY president. 
“Without real progress toward 
competitive salaries, CUNY will 
be unable to attract and keep the 
faculty and staff  our students de-
serve,” she told her colleagues. 
“We took a stand today for edu-
cational justice for the working 
people of New York.” 
Th e arrested PSC-CUNY mem-
bers were released with adjourn-
ment with contemplation of dis-
missal. Th ey are expected to ap-
pear in court on Dec. 15.
 PSC-CUNY is closely affi  liated 
with New York State United Teach-
ers and the New York City Central 
Labor Council. 
According to its website, its 
mission is to “negotiate, adminis-
ter and enforce collective bargain-
ing agreements, protect the rights 
of staff  through the grievance and 
arbitration process [and] engage in 
political activity on behalf of CUNY 
and its staff  and students.” 
According to a report pre-
pared by Katharine Cobb, vice 
president for administration 
and fi nance, for the Baruch gen-
eral faculty meeting on Oct. 29, 
new and higher programming 
was suspended for fi scal year 
2015-2016.
“Rather than releasing tuition 
revenue generated by this year’s 
tuition rate increase for Compact 
initiatives, the University has held 
these funds in reserve as a resource 
to be used to cover costs associ-
ated with a new PSC contract,” the 
report states. 
Th e revenue generated from tu-
ition hikes beginning in 2012 has 
been reserved to cover the cost of a 
contract with PSC-CUNY; likewise, 
CUNY’s off er is funded through 
this reserve.  
Th e CUNY Compact mentioned 
in the report is a fi nancial strat-
egy that calls for the state and the 
city to shoulder more of CUNY’s 
mandatory costs of operation, 
such as providing fringe ben-
efi ts and fl exibility for collective 
bargaining. 
It also calls for tuition to con-
tribute to a lesser portion of 
CUNY’s operating budget. 
Two Baruch professors attend-
ed the rally and sit-in: anthropol-
ogy professor Glenn Petersen, who 
is also the former chair of the Ba-
ruch chapter of PSC-CUNY, and 
Vincent DiGiralamo, professor of 
history. 
Both were present during 
the bargaining session and were 
later arrested. 
DiGiralamo recounted the 
CUNY representatives as being 
callous, stating that, “I was really 
struck by the arrogance and the 
posturing, and the righteous par-
simony of the off er. I was a little 
ambivalent but I think it’s neces-
sary. It’s important to try to exert 
some pressure.”
He also argued that the off er 
on the table is “negotiating back-
wards,” in that the contract expires 
in less than a year. 
“We’re going to take a breath 
and boom, it’s going to be the same 
thing,” he said. “So I took part and 
sat down, waved my hands and 
shook my fi sts, and then one by 
one ... I just kept thinking, ‘CUNY 
in cuff s, this is what it’s come to.’”
 Disorderly conduct is a viola-
tion in New York, so the arrested 
members do not face jail time.
Petersen highlighted the role 
that the state and Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo play in CUNY’s aff airs. 
“Th e state of New York, which 
funds us, decided not to live up to 
the agreement it made to supply 
money in response to students’ 
tuition being raised. CUNY Cen-
tral says it doesn’t have money to 
give us a raise, and that’s because 
they can’t get money from the 
state,” explained Petersen, in ref-
erence to the mandatory costs yet 
to be fully paid by the state under 
CUNY Compact. 
“I think that this is really im-
portant for students to understand 
that the primary issue here is the 
failure of the state. Students were 
asked to pay more tuition [and] in 
return the state would provide,” he 
continued. 
“I went to public college when it 
was free—and I think it’s a tragedy 
that it’s not still free—but at least 
the state should be meeting the 
obligations it has agreed to.” 
When contacted for a comment 
on the contract situation, Baruch 
referred Th e Ticker to a statement 
released by President Mitchel B. 
Wallerstein on Oct. 28. 
“[T]he problem is not specifi c 
to Baruch; nor, unfortunately, is 
it one that is within my power, as 
president of the College, to address 
unilaterally,” said Wallerstein. 
“While there may be an inclina-
tion to use our collective dissatis-
faction as a rationale to impede or 
slow the business of the College, 
doing so benefi ts no one—least of 
all our hardworking students.”
PSC-CUNY has not outright re-
jected the off er, but they have no 
plans to accept it. 
Petersen said that negotiations 
will continue for the foreseeable 
future. 
AGATA PONIATOWSKI | THE TICKER
G.L.A.S.S. evolved from a hush-hush community to a social hub for LGBTQ+ people.
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Agata Poniatowski, chair of 
public relations, spearheaded the 
website’s creation. Th is theme of 
increasing transparency, insti-
gated by in-government concerns 
about being open and accessible 
to students, crosses CUNY cam-
puses. City College of New York’s 
USG has also made it their mission 
to make their budget and budget-
ary information as it relates to stu-
dent activity fees more accessible 
for students. 
Kenny Soto, CCNY USG presi-
dent, said that while this infor-
mation has always been publicly 
available, it was diffi  cult to obtain. 
To overcome the diffi  culty of fi nd-
ing information, Soto posted all the 
fi nancial doings of CCNY USG, as 
well as those of CCNY administra-
tion, through his personal Face-
book account in a photo album. 
Soto wanted to be as inclusive as 
possible with any attainable infor-
mation, whether it relates to his 
staff  or the student body.
By using the internet as a me-
dium to communicate with stu-
dents, Soto and his team want to 
share everything that they know 
so that students are at least aware 
of the prevalent issues that both 
CCNY USG and the school have to 
address. Whether it is the athletics 
department budget, the offi  ce of 
health services, volunteer emer-
gency services or student activity 
fees, CCNY USG stands to make it 
all the more accessible. 
“We could either keep it in our 
fi les, go on our merrily way or do 
something about. I just posted all of 
it,” said Soto. 
By making transparency a prior-
ity, students have a better under-
standing of how the college is run 
as a whole, not only by the student 
government but also by the ad-
ministration. With the information 
attainable through social media, 
CCNY USG goes beyond making 
information “publicly available” to 
something that’s more publically 
available, accessible and well ad-
vertised. CCNY USG is currently 
working on making the budgets 
more understandable by using 
bar graphs and pie graphs so that 
a quick glance will suffi  ce to learn 
what’s going on. 
While all this information is cur-
rently public, all the club budgets 
are not posted online, giving the 
students the option to post it for 
more transparency. “It’s obviously 
favoritism, but we are always go-
ing to have favoritism towards the 
student body,” said Soto.
 “Students like the fact that our 
current USG provides them with 
all the information we have at our 
disposal. Additionally, administra-
tion gave us the budget informa-
tion because under the CUNY by-
laws they are required to provide 
this information ... Th e USG serves 
as a mechanism to disperse the 
knowledge that belongs to students 
and taxpayers affi  liated with City 
College,” said George Alvarenga, 
CCNY USG student senator. Unlike 
Baruch, CCNY USG has had trouble 
launching its own website to better 
communicate with students. Th e 
USG staff  would have needed to 
front the initial cost of launching 
the website, being reimbursed at a 
later date. “For the website, it costs 
$600. We don’t have the money. We 
have to worry about rent, helping 
our parents with rent, food, Metro 
Card. We just don’t have the money 
to get reimbursed six weeks later,” 
said Soto. 
As a result, they use a student-
run platform, Odyssey, as a free 
means to host content, and CCNY 
USG has been able to produce con-
tent to then share on their Face-
book pages. Most notably, they 
published an article highlighting 
an issue aff ecting all of CCNY: $14.6 
million in budget cuts at CCNY. 
Soto off ered insight as to why 
the budget cuts were important 
for students. “Th e CUNY Board of 
Trustees gives tuition targets to 
the CUNY schools that they cannot 
meet. Th ey have sales forecasts that 
are unreasonable and … the state 
believes that the way to [respond] 
is to just increase tuition because 
we cannot get more students.” He 
added, “Th e whole point is that 
[students] at least looked at the 
headlines and know that they go to 
a school that lost $14.6 million.”
CCNY USG also uses the web-
site to inform students about their 
meetings, recently posting informa-
tion about their tabling with CCNY 
President Lisa Coico. By doing so, 
their hope is that students will want 
to get more involved and off er in-
put on what they want to hear. “We 
can control the awareness of the 
issues and that is what we push for 
constantly, and it all starts with a 
conversation,” said Soto. 
A small team of student govern-
ment members is currently in dis-
cussion as to how it can help the 
college market itself to students in-
terested in continuing their studies 
at CCNY. “Tuition is the sales quota 
that they get from the customers, 
who are the students,” noted Soto. 
One major issue, aside from how 
students receive information, is the 
administration’s capacity to use the 
Internet. Th e schools should ad-
vertise where students actually pay 
attention, like on the Internet, said 
Soto, who believes  it is pointless to 
spend money on ads displayed on 
the train.
Holding a senate meeting 
monthly, and sometimes twice a 
month, CCNY USG has noticed that 
more students have been present at 
the meetings. In addition to more 
student body representation, the 
staff  is almost at a full USG, which 
has not happened in the three years 
since Soto was involved with USG. 
Th ey don’t provide food, hosting 
their meetings from 12 p.m. to 2 
p.m. to talk “strictly business.” Us-
ing that term, Soto highlights that 
everything addressed derives from 
what responses are drawn from 
students. To better understand stu-
dents, they handed out paper sur-
veys and disseminated Facebook 
polls asking, “What do you guys 
care about?” 
Th e most important thing for the 
CCNY USG is that their platform 
sticks and has a rippling eff ect for 
the future because they understand 
they cannot run the student gov-
ernment forever. Further, with the 
tuition hike at senior colleges be-
coming more prevalent for students 
and their decisions, Soto said, “Our 
job is to make sure that we make 
enough noise so that next year, 
there is either the same amount, 
there’s more noise or if there is no 
noise, people are [at least] aware.” 
He added, “We are going to col-
lege, spending money—wasting it 
… we are supposed to come here 
for a good education, but the price 
of the education keeps skyrocket-
ing and what the hell are we sup-
posed to do? Just sit on our asses? 
If that’s the solution, then why even 
go to CUNY?”In order to sustain 
their eff ect, Soto wants to address 
the lack of training programs intact 
for USG. 
“No one else is going to do it 
besides the people in USG. I am 
creating a manual for the next USG 
president so that when they come 
in, if they feel the need to fi nd out 
more about what happened last 
year and how they can build off  of 
that, they are going to have a digital 
and hand-printed copy of every-
thing that I have done and how I 
helped the other team members so 
that they have an idea of what can 
happen and how they can grow.” 
Baruch’s USG has yet to put 
their budget online, but it is some-
thing that president Annie Sourbis, 
president of Baruch USG, prom-
ises will come in the near future. 
While there is no set timeline for 
the budget to be posted, she antici-
pates that it will be up by January 
the latest. 
“One of the things I didn’t real-
ize when I wanted to make it public 
is how much information I actually 
need to know fi rst. I have sat down 
with club leaders who have ex-
pressed in the past why can’t they 
see their club budgets, so I wanted 
to see what questions they had so 
I make sure I am answering what 
they want to know,” said Sourbis. “I 
found out they asked me questions 
that I don’t have the answer to.” 
Given that the Baruch USG bud-
get is more complex than those of 
club budgets—it runs like a non-
profi t’s budget with an operating 
budget and a programming bud-
get—Baruch USG wants to make it 
clear by providing context for stu-
dents on how money is spent. Sour-
bis said, though, that club budgets 
must be made public. CUNY by-
laws state that, “the student gov-
ernments shall be responsible for 
the full disclosure to their constit-
uents of all fi nancial information 
with respect to student government 
fees.” Th is does not mean that bud-
gets must be put online, so in the 
meantime, Baruch students can go 
to Baruch USG for any budgetary 
questions they may have.
Generally, transparency is a 
continued project for Baruch USG.
“Unless someone articulates 
their question to me, I don’t think 
its necessary to address it; how-
ever, if there is some chatter, I think 
its more important to nip it in the 
bud,” said Nardine Salama, vice 
president of Baruch USG. “Th e way 
we are going to do that is to become 
more transparent.” 
CCNY USG leading trend in student-government transparency
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A professor at the CUNY School of Law recently co-authored a re-
port that seeks to analyze why victims of domestic violence and sexual 
assault often face hostility and biased responses from the police. Th e 
study, titled “Responses from the Field: Sexual Assault, Domestic Vi-
olence, and Policing,” found that 88 percent of victims felt the police 
they sought help from blamed them for the violence that occurred. 
Co-author Julie Goldscheid uses these fi ndings to question the polic-
ing tactics used to address these cases, where the primary concern 
is police accountability. 
On the other end of the spectrum, this report comes after Gov. An-
drew Cuomo signed the “Enough is Enough” bill into law last month. 
“Enough is Enough” is a statewide policy, designed by researchers 
at CUNY and SUNY to prevent and address the aftermath of campus 
sexual assault. Interestingly, it provides institutions of higher education 
with a consistent defi nition of affi  rmative consent, upholding the stan-
dard of sexual conduct known colloquially as “yes means yes.” 
CUNY Chancellor James B. Milliken commended the legislation and 
Cuomo’s persistence, stating “Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo has made safety 
on college campuses a matter of the highest priority and through leg-
islation he championed, has set an example for the nation in address-
ing sexual violence on campus ... CUNY has been a strong supporter of 
these important reforms.”
It is important not to downplay the prevalence of sexual assault and 
harassment across CUNY campuses; commuter schools are not exempt 
from sexual misconduct. Note that a sexual harassment case at City 
College only came to rest this past spring. 
So before CUNY applauds itself for ambiguously addressing issues 
that are very much real across its 24 campuses, it is important to con-
sider all of the factors at play. 
In context, Goldscheid’s report is a faint call to arms. As a professor 
at the School of Law, her involvement is a refl ection upon the rest of 
CUNY, intentional or not. To apply her fi ndings to CUNY’s strategies, if 
CUNY wants to address sexual misconduct more comprehensively, it 
needs to provide suffi  cient training for its security personnel. 
More than anything, it needs to show tangible support to those who 
are victims of sexual misconduct—a half-hearted statement from the 
chancellor provides no comfort or reassurance. Th ough CUNY can 
only do so much before the city authorities take over, given the re-
port’s fi ndings, perhaps CUNY should stage a more in-depth interven-
tion. Th e emphasis cannot just be on prevention, but dealing with the 
fallout that follows.
FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD
Sexual violence victims need 
tangible support from CUNY
REBECCA VICENTE I THE TICKER
M
y teacher in Russian Liter-
ature class in high school 
once asked the class to 
defi ne “Common Core.” He was the 
teacher who most reminded me of 
the uncle who let me do whatever I 
wanted behind my parents’ backs. 
Th e kids in the class who answered 
his question said that Common 
Core was the reason creativity was 
being stifl ed and children are for-
getting how to learn. My teacher 
then tried to explain to us the con-
cept behind Common Core. 
E.D. Hirsch fi rst decreed that 
Common Core should be used as 
a tool to get all students in the na-
tion on the same page with their 
education. Th e premise was that 
students across the nation would 
read the same material, the same 
literature, together. Since Hirsch’s 
establishment of Common Core, 
standards have been raised to en-
compass mathematics literacy lev-
els and abilities across the country. 
Th ese standards steadily began to 
envelop into a massive collection 
of specifi ed knowledge deemed os-
tensibly useful to the modern child 
who will be expected to pursue a 
college degree. 
Th e issue with Common Core 
standards is that literature began 
to sink lower in the pool of require-
ments for public school students, 
which make up signifi cantly large 
components of the nation’s edu-
cated youth population. 
Oddly enough, with the drop 
of emphasis in literature study, 
mathematical reasoning skills have 
come to be inversely stressed on 
the scale. Th is is one of the main 
complaints about recent Common 
Core enactments. Th e latest install-
ment focuses on the fact that there 
have been dips in state math scores 
signifi cant enough to raise fl ags on 
a national level and indicate that 
something is not working within 
the educational system. 
Th ese unconventional dips, 
more or less plunges, are attributed 
by some to mathematics instruc-
tors who are exhibiting common 
patterns across the nation in defy-
ing the levels at which this math is 
taught. Apparently, it has become 
the new standard to deviate from 
Common Core and teach students 
taking math various ways to get to 
the answer rather than following a 
procedure almost rhythmically and 
to a tee. Other weaknesses revolve 
around the fact that when Common 
Core was absorbed and institution-
alized, certain aspects of math-
ematical procedures were pushed 
to later years: students in the fourth 
grade had stopped seeing mate-
rial that was common for peers of 
their age and the same material 
did not pop up in their curriculum 
until they reached higher levels 
of schooling. It is speculative, but 
the lack of early preparation could 
have been a factor in the recurring 
results of poor performance. 
Although experts who are far 
more dedicated to researching the 
fi eld than I am would agree that 
instructors who are not in the pro-
cess of abiding by standards set by 
Common Core are to blame for the 
drop in average math literacy rates, 
I am not sure the drop is caused by 
issues within Common Core. Par-
ticularly in mathematics, Common 
Core ascribes a tangential way to 
solve the problem at hand rather 
than hitting it with all past knowl-
edge and thinking through a mul-
titude of steps critically in order to 
examine how to best get the right 
answer. Certain unbelievable ap-
proaches to solving simple math 
problems that involve nothing 
more than simple addition were 
encouraged with the implementa-
tion of Common Core. 
I have cousins who do not 
know how to add numbers that are 
greater in value than single digits 
without either using a calculator 
or fi nding the answer using a se-
ries of complex steps that include 
breaking down the sums to fi nd 
new sums to eventually get to the 
actual sum. 
Th e instructors who are diverg-
ing from the practices of Common 
Core are probably right in their ap-
proach, and considering that the 
number of teachers who are actu-
ally doing that is unspecifi ed, I as-
sume they are part of a minority of 
teachers who are not contributing 
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resident Barack Obama 
thinks community college 
should be free. Bernie Sand-
ers wants education to be free in 
public colleges, and so does Hillary 
Clinton as the Democratic Party’s 
standard-bearer in the rough-and-
tumble race for the White House. 
Since 1978, according to USA To-
day, college tuition and fees have 
increased by a whopping 1,120 
percent. Th e sign of a fi scally sound 
university is good governance and 
the quality of education is money. 
Now, the majority of colleges and 
universities are private, so through 
endowments and fundraising, they 
are less likely to be underfunded.
Public colleges do not have that 
luxury since taxes support them; 
public education is underfunded. 
If there is a single theme that 
brings government, the private sec-
tor and parents together, it is the 
shared concern for the quality of 
education that continues to dete-
riorate. Baruch College, as a busi-
ness school, teaches the economic 
orthodoxy of supply-side econom-
ics, infl uenced by the guiding spirit 
that, as Ronald Reagan dogmatical-
ly proclaimed, the government was 
the problem, and the quicker it was 
off  our backs so much the better. So 
publicly funded programs get the 
axe, and since the law requires state 
budgets have to be balanced, edu-
cation and health get slashed. To 
cover the failure to meet budgetary 
goals, the burden falls on ratepay-
ers. Consequently, Baruch students 
and parents will be responsible for 
covering future tuition increases. 
CUNY can barely manage to pay for 
mandatory cost increases, such as 
fringe benefi ts, contractual salary 
increments, energy and building 
maintenance without some ac-
counting wizardry. Th e handwrit-
ing is on the wall for who is going 
to foot the bill for the rise in tuition.
Baruch students may protest the 
increase, but, as in the past, they 
fail to achieve their objective. Con-
ditions are not favorable for them, 
to follow recent protests in South 
Africa against planned tuition in-
creases. Students there turned out 
in the tens of thousands and were 
willing to resort to violence, and the 
Zuma government backed down.
Violence may not be on the Ba-
ruch agenda, but no one is willing 
to call a general strike or boycott 
class for weeks, if not months, and 
endanger a future career. Of course 
getting out the vote for candidates 
who propose free college educa-
tion is an avenue limited since the 
money will have to come from Con-
gress, which is now in the hands of 
tight-fi sted Republicans who have 
rock-solid faith in small budgets. 
Sustained political action is re-
ally called for, and that means hard 
work and a long view. Pundits have 
written off  today’s college students 
as self-indulgent and undisci-
plined. Alas, they are destined to 
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Chances are if you have been messing around on Snapchat rather 
than paying attention in class, you may have noticed that Baruch Col-
lege has fi nally gotten its very own “geotag.” Geotagging allows for the 
photos one takes to contain precise information about the whereabouts 
of their photographer. While geotagging may sound particularly creepy, 
Snapchat does its best in order to make the whole process seem much 
more fun than it actually is. 
Geotags on Snapchat come with graphics meant to customize your 
photos, allowing one to subtly brag to their friends that they are hang-
ing out and having fun on the Lower East Side while you are stuck at 
home studying for calculus. Baruch’s graphic in question is not particu-
larly impressive: It is just the name of the college spelled out in blue 
lettering with some bearcat footprints. 
However, while this all may seem somewhat trivial, it is nice to see 
Baruch getting attention these days. It is safe to say Baruch is probably 
not the fi rst college that comes to mind when one thinks of New York 
City colleges. Little things like Baruch’s new geotag reinforce a bit of 
school spirit and give students something to talk to each other about. A 
school’s sense of community is not trivial.
Geotags for Baruch a warm welcome
National math exam grades have fallen, due in part to the implementation of the Common Core
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Politics curb fi ght against climate change
T
he cost of tuition is increas-
ing every year in colleges 
around the United States 
and so is the cost of textbooks re-
quired for courses. Many college 
students today, along with some 
considerate professors, are getting 
savvy and pushing back against 
the increasing price of textbooks. 
Some college students are 
downloading course content from 
unauthorized websites, while 
other students have been photo-
copying or scanning chapters from 
other students’ books. Even pro-
fessors photocopy pages from text-
books to hand out to their students 
in order to save them money.
Alain Bourget, an associate 
professor of mathematics at Cali-
fornia State University-Fullerton, 
falls into the category of the few 
professors who actually care about 
their students and their fi nancial 
situation while they are in col-
lege. He appeared before a faculty 
grievance committee to challenge 
a reprimand he received for as-
signing a textbook other than the 
$180 one that his math depart-
ment believed was the only ap-
propriate text for his introduc-
tory linear algebra and diff erential 
equations course. As a way to cut 
costs for students without losing 
academic value, Bourget chose a 
much cheaper text for his course.
It is bad enough that diff erent 
departments in schools set gen-
eral standards for courses that do 
not necessarily work in the best in-
terest of students and professors. 
Dictating how a faculty member 
should teach a course takes away 
from their teaching style and aca-
demic freedom. Education has 
become more about meeting un-
realistic goals and a department’s 
learning objectives rather than 
making plans to educate students 
according to their learning style 
and the pace in which they learn. 
Professors should have the 
right to select their own required 
textbooks consistent with the 
purpose of the course. Bourget 
is breaking the mold by keep-
ing his decision and defending it. 
He is shedding light on a big-
ger problem that college stu-
dents are facing—debt. Th ough 
it appears to be a smaller issue 
compared to that of tuition, the 
debt from buying textbooks be-
comes greater over the years.
If a college thinks a professor 
is good enough to teach a course, 
then it only makes sense to let them 
pick the materials and textbooks 
as well. Th e cost of a textbook 
does not necessarily determine 
the quality of its content. In order 
for colleges to move away from 
traditional department resources 
and textbooks, there has to be a 
change in policy and priorities. 
Bourget’s choice to stand 
by his decision of assigning a 
cheaper textbook shows that he 
genuinely cares about his stu-
dents. His taking the time to 
prove that the $75 textbook he 
chose matches the course’s syl-
labus shows that Bourget’s deci-
sion was not a free-wheeling one. 
On a larger scale, in a time 
when student debt is increasing, 
the cost of books has prompted 
many students to skip buying them 
or search for classes that require 
less expensive options. It is espe-
cially aggravating when professors 
list an unnecessarily expensive 
textbook on the syllabus and then 
scarcely refer to it throughout the 
entire semester. Bourget did not 




arth, the big blue thing we 
call home got some bad 
news this week. New images 
from Greenland show the island 
is melting away. Scientists around 
the world predict that if the Green-
land ice sheet melts away com-
pletely, sea levels will rise 20 feet. 
Incredibly, this latest damning re-
port will still face an uphill climb 
with some of us.
Some Republican leaders in 
Congress call into question the 
scientifi c consensus that hu-
man activities contribute to cli-
mate change. A 2014 Gallup poll 
showed 1-in-4 Americans are 
skeptical of the eff ects of climate 
change and believe the issue has 
been exaggerated. 
But none of this should matter. 
You do not need people’s opinions 
on a fact. It is akin to having a poll 
on whether the number 15 or fi ve 
is greater. 
Th e debate on climate change 
should not be on whether or not 
it is happening, but rather what 
we are going to do to combat 
climate change.
Climate change deniers’ ar-
guments against climate change 
are myths. Th ey take data out of 
context or use data that is com-
pletely inaccurate. Some of the 
most common myths are the cli-
mate has changed before, there 
is no scientifi c consensus, Earth 
is actually cooling and Antarctica 
is gaining ice. 
Th ese myths are being pushed 
as legitimate arguments. Th ey cre-
ate doubt, so it is not surprising 
1-in-4 Americans are skeptical of 
climate change. Th ere is no better 
way to overpower a trickle of doubt 
than with a fl ood of truth.
Th e evidence in support of 
global warming is overwhelming. 
Climate change has happened 
before; the climate reacts to what-
ever forces it to change. Currently, 
humans are that factor. 
Global temperatures are ris-
ing according to NASA, which 
claims on its website that “Earth 
has warmed since 1880. Most 
of this warming has occurred 
since the 1970s … with 10 of the 
warmest years occurring in the 
past 12 years.” 
Th e oceans have absorbed 
much of this heat. Ocean tem-
peratures have risen 0.302 degrees 
Fahrenheit since 1969. Ice sheets 
are melting; the Greenland ice 
sheet has lost 36 to 60 cubic miles 
of ice per year since 2002. Antarc-
tica has lost 36 cubic miles of ice 
since 2002.  
Artic Sea ice has also been de-
creasing over the past decade. 
Finally, glaciers are retreating 
around the world, from the Rock-
ies to the Himalayas. 
Th is is not something in the 
distant future. Climate change is 
aff ecting us now.
In order to eff ectively address 
climate change, the amount of 
heat trapping emissions we are 
putting in the atmosphere must be 
signifi cantly reduced. 
President Barack Obama has 
been the most active president on 
this issue. His new set of carbon 
pollution standards on new and 
existing power plants is a monu-
mental step toward reducing car-
bon emissions in the United States. 
Th e plan seeks to reduce car-
bon pollution from power plants 
by 32 percent by 2030. Th e New 
York Times called his proposal 
“the strongest action ever taken by 
an American president to tackle 
climate change.” 
Switching to clean energy will 
also help immensely. Th e U.S. De-
partment of Energy is predicting 
the cost of solar panels to drop 75 
percent between 2010 and 2020. 
Wind power is another option. 
Nearly 50,000 wind turbines have 
been installed across the nation, 
producing enough energy to pow-
er 18 million homes. Th ese mea-
sures will prove invaluable in  cut-
ting costs for U.S. households and 
businesses. 
Th e greatest obstacle we face in 
the fi ght against climate change is 
neither economical or technologi-
cal—they are political. 
More than 130 members of 
Congress refuse to acknowledge 
the scientifi c reality of climate 
change. 
Included in this 130 is Rep. La-
mar Smith, who currently serves 
as the chairman of the House 
Committee on Science, Space and 
Technology, which is rather asi-
nine. 
He is looking to cut $300 mil-
lion from NASA’s budget for earth 
science. 
Another one of these deniers is 
Senator James Inhofe of Oklaho-
ma, who brought a snowball onto 
the Senate fl oor and claimed that 
global warming is not real since it 
snowed. 
Going by that logic, the sun 
does not exist because it was dark 
last night.
Scientifi c evidence for warming 
of the climate system is unequivo-
cal. Yet we are ignoring the signs, 
hoping it will go away. 
Unfortunately, climate change 
is coming. We have taken some 
signifi cant steps in attempts to 
curb climate change, but more 
will be necessary if we want to 





Early polls serve to mislead voter base
O
ne of the many things that 
the hard sciences have that 
the social sciences lack is 
certainty. It is a fi eld of facts, fi g-
ures and verifi able conclusions, 
meaning that if any fi eld can be 
certain about something, it is the 
hard sciences. Try as they might, 
the social sciences are not taken 
as seriously because they make 
claims that are ultimately unverifi -
able, even if they deserve serious 
consideration. And it is hardly the 
fault of social scientists. Social sci-
ence can broadly be understood as 
the study of human interaction, a 
process that is confounding by any 
metric. It is symptomatic that even 
their most scientifi c tools—sur-
veys and polling—are unreliable.
Th at being said, better meth-
ods of understanding how large 
groups of people think are elusive. 
Technology has only improved 
the procedures of what is other-
wise a static concept—that stuff -
ing enough people into a room 
and aggregating their opinions will 
give you an idea of what people 
in general think. And it is a con-
cept resilient enough that busi-
nesses, media and government 
institutions alike use it. But therein 
lies a serious issue: major deci-
sions are being made based on an 
ultimately fl awed metric.
Consider the types of decisions 
made on the basis of surveys and 
polling. Companies use product 
surveys to evaluate their goods and 
brainstorm new ones. Elected offi  -
cials cite surveys when evaluating 
the wants and needs of their con-
stituents. Generalizations on the 
effi  cacy of new products, policies 
or procedures are made based on 
the opinions of surprisingly small 
sample groups—rarely a signifi -
cant percentage of the people that 
engage with the thing in question.
Th is is not a problem on its 
own, and such groups often pro-
vide valuable information on pref-
erences that would not be known 
otherwise. However, it is still a 
fl awed metric. Political polling, 
especially recently, illustrates just 
how wrong these surveys can be.
Th is year alone saw a string of 
elections with results divergent 
from what polls predicted. No 
less than three world leaders—
Prime Ministers David Cameron 
of the United Kingdom, Benja-
min Netanyahu of Israel and Ste-
phen Harper of Canada—entered 
the year during election sea-
sons, all in statistical dead heats 
with their rivals. 
Cameron was expected to draw 
little more than 30 percent of the 
vote, if not lose to his Labour Party 
opponent. Likewise, for Netan-
yahu and Harper, both ran neck-
to-neck against liberal opposition 
and were predicted to win with 
shoestring pluralities at best. In-
stead, all three emerged victori-
ous. After each election, pollsters 
were left scratching their heads, 
wondering how they missed such 
massive electoral swings.
But this is more than a matter 
of electoral surprises. Polls were 
unreliable in Britain and Israel and 
Canada, but it is doubtful that they 
alone decided a candidate’s fate. In 
contrast here in the United States, 
we are in the midst of an election 
cycle where this fl awed metric 
has an unsettling level of control 
over the nominating process. Both 
major parties have made polling 
the main metric in deciding who 
gets a spot on the debate stage. 
Th is is not dangerous in its own 
right but because of its impact on 
this unusually large fi eld of can-
didates. Consider that this issue 
has already manifested itself in 
the Republican primaries. Two 
candidates have dropped out be-
cause they saw their standings in 
the primary debate endangered by 
bad polling data. 
One of them was the governor 
of Texas who has held his position 
for the past 14 years, an eminent 
qualifi cation regardless of one’s 
political leanings. Polling has also 
decided which candidates would 
receive prime time debate cover-
age and which would not, mean-
ing that two candidates with no 
political experience generated 
enough media attention—one of 
them by referring to Mexicans as 
rapists—to qualify, while a for-
mer Rhodes scholar, a governor of 
deep-blue New York for 12 years, 
and a 20-year veteran of Congress 
were relegated to the “kids table” 
at the debate.
Somehow the overreliance on 
polling at this stage in the race 
peacefully coexists with the no-
tion that polls can and do shift. 
Th is is a worrying dissonance. 
Previously, a fl uctuation in poll-
ing simply required a little creative 
campaigning a la John McCain. 
Now losing digits in the polls, 
even a full year before the election, 
can scuttle a campaign before it 
begins in earnest. If the vagaries 
of an imprecise metric can silence 
a candidate before they can begin 
campaigning in earnest, then it is 
only natural for them to start hold-
ing poll numbers above principles. 
And if Americans want their poli-
tics to be more symposium than 
circus, this should worry them.
MIKHAIL RELUSHCHIN
THE POLITICKERB
aruch College is a lonely 
place. Lonely not because I 
cannot come across a kin-
dred spirit but because this col-
lege is transforming into an island 
of dreary pursuit packaged as 
career orientation. 
Th e perks of being a Baruch 
student include weekly email 
blasts from various college depart-
ments, the Undergraduate Student 
Government and CUNY. Th e most 
interesting of all is the CUNY Brief, 
which, by aggregating events hap-
pening across CUNY campuses, 
explores the dynamics between 
the socio-cultural and intellectual 
leanings of the organizing institu-
tions and the demographic issues 
of New York City, if not a wider 
area. Events at Baruch, by compar-
ison, look like items on schedule 
for a four-year-long networking 
seminar. In short, at Baruch, civic 
participation is nonexistent.  
Th ere is a dearth of intellectual 
stimulation at Baruch. Although 
many professors make an eff ort to 
engage students in mental exer-
cises about issues that play out in 
society, the media and the coun-
try, the atmosphere outside class-
rooms is one of willful ignorance.
Of course, a college is no place 
to be spoon-fed. A student ought 
to be responsible for acquiring 
knowledge on the world outside 
the beige walls of the Vertical 
Campus. However, this argument 
can also be used to question why 
a college should promote sports 
or cultural activities. Sports have 
a fi nancial side—star athletes en-
hance college pride and help mer-
chandise sale, even though the lat-
ter outcome might not hold much 
water for Baruch. Cultural events 
speak to the need for tolerant sen-
sibilities; they incorporate social, 
cultural and historical elements 
into their agendas, thereby en-
hancing the learning experience. 
If the college can make concerted 
eff ort to promote sports and cul-
ture, why can not it do the same 
for civic engagement? Th e college 
might want to encourage civic en-
gagement, but it cannot force stu-
dents, one might argue. To which I 
say, do professors do away with re-
quired readings because students 
are too lazy to read? Certainly not. 
Th ey remedy the issue by admin-
istering tests, encouraging discus-
sions on Blackboard or simply by 
calling on students during class 
and threatening to take off  points 
for class participation.
To this end, the Offi  ce of Stu-
dent Life can incentivize clubs that 
want to organize. Professors can 
promise extra credits to students 
who produce a report on mental 
health services at Baruch, and the 
information can then be dissemi-
nated through student media out-
lets. Th e USG can make its town-
hall meetings more frequent and 
accessible. Th e prospect of a career 
immediately after graduation is so 
lucrative that it makes fi nding fault 
with the current mindset challeng-
ing. However, it might be safe to 
assume that students do not pay 
annually increasing tuition just for 
the commute.  
A college is an institution of for-
mal education. Education, not its 
formality, should characterize this 
institution. How would a brick-
and-mortar institution be diff erent 
from one that off ers online classes 
if intellectual exchange happened 
only during periods of physical 
contact in a classroom? Education 
is a dynamic process—it depends 
on knowledge, bolstered by an 
ever-growing body of information. 
A college ought to be a temple of 
learning, not a ziggurat devoted to 
the greedy god of egoism.
-Sumit Poudyal
Economics and Pol. Sci. ’16 
When it comes to protecting the environment, the biggest obstacle is not economic, but political Professors, not departments, should decide on course textbooks
Baruch needs participation
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Tell USG Baruch what 
you want to see done
A
s you enter our offi  ce suite, 
you will see that we have a 
poster of our constitution’s 
preamble hung up. Our preamble 
states, “Th e Undergraduate Stu-
dent Government [is] to broaden 
the number of educational oppor-
tunities available to students, to 
facilitate extra-curricular activities, 
and to represent, promote, and 
protect the interests of Undergrad-
uate Students at Baruch College.”
Th e part of the preamble I 
want to focus on is how the Un-
dergraduate Student Government 
was established to represent, pro-
mote and protect the interests of 
Baruch College’s undergraduate 
students. In an eff ort, the consti-
tution also allows us to elect one 
representative senator for every 
1,000 enrolled undergraduate stu-
dents at Baruch. Each represen-
tative senator voices the needs of 
1,000 Baruch students. 
In theory, this is true, but I 
would say the majority of people 
agree that this is not true in prac-
ticality. Th is is because we do not 
have a system of representative 
constituency set up in our consti-
tution. For the three years I have 
been in USG, there have been 
many ideas and debates on how to 
improve this. I have my own, but 
for the sake of this column that is 
not what I am talking about. 
What I am talking about is one 
of the projects we have launched 
this year in order to get more stu-
dent feedback. When we are in 
meetings with administrators we 
are advocating for the changes 
you, the students, actually want 
to see and not what we think you 
want to see. 
Th is project is called sugges-
tions@usgbaruch.com. Sugges-
tions@usgbaruch.com lists a 
number of outlets that you, the 
student, can contact us at and 
tell us what you think about Ba-
ruch, campus life or USG. Tell us 
about any changes or new things 
you want to see or ask any ques-
tions you may have. You can also 
email suggestions@usgbaruch.
com, go to usg-bearcat.com/sug-
gestionsusgbaruchcom/, use the 
survey tinyurl.com/bcsuggestions 
or physically submit a suggestion 
to one of our actual suggestion 
boxes. We will be tabling with our 
surveys and suggestion boxes for 
the next couple of weeks.
Th e goal of this campaign is to 
get a better idea of what students 
want from Baruch. We want to 
have the numbers to back up what 
you want when we are advocat-
ing your needs. We are also hop-
ing to eventually be able to place 
these boxes in convenient places 
around the campus for your use. 
So please stop by, tell us the 
change you want to see and get to 
know your representatives! 
Annie Sourbis is the presi-
dent of Baruch College’s Un-
dergraduate Student Govern-
ment. She may be reached at 
annie.sourbis@usgbaruch.com.
Sanders parallels Eisenhower policies
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O
ne time in the Baruch Col-
lege Library, while writing 
an editorial on the Demo-
cratic debate, I distracted myself 
by searching for information on 
Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders. 
After an endless clicking of links, I 
found a press release on his web-
site labeled, “Th e Eisenhower 
Republican Party vs. Today’s Tea 
Party Republicans.” It outlined 
most of the elements that the 1956 
Republican Party platform stood 
for that today’s GOP platform does 
not. I think it can be generally 
agreed that the Republican Party 
has become far more conservative 
than ever. It itches me, though, that 
these 1956 Republican positions, 
like raising the minimum wage 
and keeping social security intact, 
are the same ideas Sanders is pro-
moting. Th is raises a rather sub-
stantial question: is Bernie Sanders 
actually Dwight Eisenhower?
Eisenhower, Supreme Allied 
Commander Gen. during World 
War II and the 34th president of the 
United States, would today be con-
sidered a progressive on domestic 
issues like Sanders. He signed the 
1957 and 1960 Civil Rights Acts, 
created the Interstate Highway 
System, an infrastructure program 
that defi ned his legacy, and made 
science a priority in the space race 
against the Russians. Th ese actions 
improved the economy and made 
U.S. society a little better despite 
the fears of the Cold War. Eisen-
hower remains widely regarded 
by historians as one of the greatest 
presidents. 
Sanders wants to introduce 
LGBTQ+ legislation banning job 
discrimination nationwide. He 
also wants to improve the infra-
structure of highways and public 
works, which would create more 
jobs, bring data and telecommuni-
cation networks to the 21st century 
and improve the lives of minorities 
by cracking down on institutional 
racism in the justice system.
However, he is not exactly the 
next Eisenhower. Eisenhower 
toppled foreign, democratically 
elected leaders and replaced them 
with dictatorships in Africa and 
Iran. His administration felt that 
these democratically-elected lead-
ers would defy the communism of 
the Soviet Union, so there were CIA 
interventions that replaced these 
leaders with dictatorships that 
would be working with the United 
States. 
He had increased foreign in-
tervention in Vietnam, then 
French-Indochina, and in 1955, 
he deployed the fi rst U.S. military 
advisers to a newly-created South 
Vietnam. 
As of now, Sanders, other than 
generally supporting diplomacy 
over war and his disdain for the 
wars of Iraq and Afghanistan, has 
not gone into great detail in his for-
eign policy, which could be trouble 
for his campaign against Hillary 
Clinton in the coming months. 
Judging from his past actions and 
behaviors—like opposing NAFTA, 
voting for U.S military action in 
Kosovo in 1998, and proposing a 
two-state solution for Israel and 
Palestine—one can guess that he 
is an internationalist, welcoming 
talks with dictatorships yet not 
wanting to intervene and topple 
other governments like Eisenhow-
er did. 
But Sanders does echo one 
thing that he believes Eisenhower 
correctly identifi ed:  the Military-
Industrial Complex. 
Th e term Eisenhower made in 
his farewell speech warning of pri-
vate interests controlling the mili-
tary Sanders believes is true, mak-
ing note of defense contractors and 
huge corporations funding politi-
cians to promote their own inter-
ests rather than the interests of the 
American people.
One can certainly see Sanders 
as an Eisenhower redux on domes-
tic issues, but his foreign policy 
certainly does off ers a stark con-
trast. 
It is important to note how 
drastically things have changed 
since 1953, when a Republican 
supported a lot of the things that 
today’s GOP would disapprove 
of. Th e New Deal that President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt set in place 
in 1933 gave Republicans a sense 
that there must be federal govern-
ment intervention when the situa-
tion demands it. 
But when the conservative 
movement and Ronald Reagan 
came ahead in the ’80s, Eisenhow-
er was a fi gure the party did not 
want anymore. 
When we see a Democrat in 
2015 promoting ideas that an op-
posing party championed decades 
before, it is certainly odd to say the 
least. In 2015, the GOP, which likes 
the word “Socialist” as much as a 
mother likes changing the diapers 
of her newborn, has the legacy of 
one. We just never called him that 
before. 
Sanders and Eisenhower are 
parallels from two eras of U.S. po-
litical history. Th e era of the Cold 
War defi ned Eisenhower’s presi-
dency, and who knows what era 
historians will call this in the de-
cades to come. 
Eisenhower had already de-
fi ned his presidency. Sanders, 
from a historical standpoint, looks 
to be a good companion to Eisen-
hower if he wins the race and be-
comes our 45th president. 
One could humorously argue 
that they are long-lost relatives 
from two diff erent families who 
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STAFF WRITER
On Oct. 27, Walgreens Boots 
Alliance (WBA) announced that it 
entered into an offi  cial agreement 
with Rite Aid Corporation in which 
it will pay existing shareholders $9 
per share to acquire all of the phar-
maceutical company’s outstanding 
common stock. Th is is a 48 percent 
premium of the previous day’s clos-
ing price. Following Walgreen’s ac-
quisition of the European company 
Alliance Boots last year, this merger 
is the next procurement the com-
pany will undertake on such a large 
scale. Th e two pharmacies hold 
second and third place on the list 
of pharmaceutical companies in 
the United States, and are therefore 
likely to face antitrust speculation 
as a result.
Including the debt that will be 
acquired with the purchase, the 
total transaction price is $17.2 bil-
lion, ensuing an all-cash transac-
tion cost of roughly $9.4 billion. 
Walgreens will assume all of Rite 
Aid’s outstanding debt in August 
of this year, worth approximately 
$7.4 billion. Although the board 
of directors for both Rite Aid and 
Walgreens must agree to the terms 
of the contract, both CEOs are in fa-
vor of the terms stated. Th e deal is 
expected to close by the end of next 
year, contingent upon certain clos-
ing conditions as stated in WBA’s 
press release.  
At fi rst, it is anticipated that Rite 
Aid will continue operating under 
its brand name as a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Walgreens. WBA de-
scribed its hopes for a fairly simple 
acquisition “ultimately creating a 
fully harmonized portfolio of stores 
and infrastructure.” Citigroup is the 
exclusive fi nancial advisor for Rite 
Aid, but UBS Investment Bank is 
Walgreen’s fi nancial advisor and 
will become the designated ar-
ranger of the transaction.
Prior to the merger, WBA has 
more than 131,000 stores, 300,000 
employees and operates in more 
than 25 countries.  Th e company 
also owns various health and beau-
ty brands such as Botanics and 
No7. In the past quarter, Walgreens 
fi lled 222 million prescriptions, 
demonstrating a performance im-
provement of 46 percent from the 
previous one. Rite Aid compara-
tively has 4,600 stores in 31 states 
and the District of Columbia. Its 
fi scal annual revenue as of Febru-
ary was $26.5 billion.
Walgreens signifi cantly in-
creased its storefront properties 
when it acquired Duane Reade for 
roughly $1.1 billion. Th ese merg-
ers portray the CEO of WBA Stefano 
Pessina’s  vision of creating a com-
petitive pharmaceutical company 
that will make “quality healthcare 
accessible to more customers and 
patients” and “create an even bet-
ter network, with more health 
and wellness solutions available 
in stores and online.” Walgreens 
and Rite Aid collectively operate 
around 25 percent of drug stores in 
New York alone.
Although the Aff ordable Care 
Act of 2010 has encouraged such 
large pharmaceutical companies 
to combine in order to decrease 
costs and provide more effi  cient 
healthcare, antitrust concerns have 
grown as a result. If regulators of 
the Federal Trade Commission de-
termine that Walgreens and Rite 
Aid stores are too concentrated in 
one location, the companies might 
be forced to limit the number of 
stores in those areas. WBA might 
defend the deal by proclaiming 
its competition is not only other 
pharmaceutical corporations, but 
also grocery stores or wholesalers 
that have established their own 
pharmaceutical operations.  
WBA’s largest competitor, CVS 
Health, is the leading pharmaceu-
tical enterprise in terms of market 
capitalization. CVS, like Walgreens, 
has undertaken several mergers 
since 2010 in order to expand its 
stance in the pharmaceutical in-
dustry. Even though it has fewer 
stores, its sales of $139.4 billion in 
2014 are far more substantial than 
WBA’s performance. In addition to 
acquiring Target Corp.’s pharma-
cies and all its OneMinute Clinics 
for $1.9 billion, CVS also bought 
Omnicare.  Merging with phar-
macies and insurance companies 
alike, CVS is rapidly diversifying its 
market presence as well.
Th is acquisition between the 
two companies represents all that 
has changed in the health care mar-
ket as a result of Obama’s adminis-
tration. Th e movement to provide 
easy access to proper health care 
for citizens at an aff ordable price 
has changed the pharmaceuti-
cal industry indirectly through the 
legislation that has been enacted. 
Companies must decrease costs 
in order to maintain profi t when 
health care costs are decreasing 
and must develop innovative ways 
to provide services to customers in 
a more effi  cient manner.
In an attempt to keep its place 
among the top pharmaceutical 
companies, WBA embraced these 
changes through such acquisi-
tions and its ongoing development 
of channeling healthcare more 
directly to the consumer. Wal-
greens has taken steps to improve 
its pharmacy benefi ts program 
off ered to consumers and creat-
ing an online system that quickly 
resolves customers’ healthcare 
needs. By doing so, it not only re-
duces their operating expenses, 
but it also provides a more pleasant 
healthcare experience.
Walgreens, with over 100 locations in NYC, will add Rite Aid’s storefronts, making it the most prominent pharmacy in the city.
JOSEPH ESPOSITO | THE TICKER
Walgreens Boots Alliance agrees to buy the Rite Aid Corporation
BY STEVEN WEINER
STAFF WRITER
Th e fourth quarter of the 2015 
fi scal year ended on Sep. 26, 2015 
for Apple and the results have just 
been announced through their 
press release. Th e company brought 
in quarterly revenue of $51.5 bil-
lion and a net profi t of $11.1 billion. 
Th is equals a gross margin of 39.9 
percent with stocks worth $1.96 per 
share. Apple is seeing a 22 percent 
increase in revenue from a year 
ago. Th eir 2014 fourth quarter rev-
enue was $42.1 billion and their net 
profi t was $8.5 billion. Th is equals 
a gross profi t margin of 38 percent 
and comes out to $1.42 per share. 
International sales made up 62 
percent of Apple’s fourth-quarter 
revenue because the availability 
of products expanded around the 
world. Sales increased all over the 
globe for Apple products in the 
fourth quarter with record-break-
ing status. Th e iPhone broke its 
previous record for sales with 48 
million units being sold. 
Th e next generation phone 
accounts for two-thirds of all of 
Apple’s revenue and a large por-
tion of their profi ts. Th e Mac broke 
an all time record for sales with 
5.71 million computers sold in the 
fourth quarter alone. Other prod-
ucts that Apple off ers, including 
the Apple TV, Apple Watch, Beats 
Headphones, iPod and accessories, 
brought in $3 billion in revenue. 
Th e Apple Watch recently became 
available overseas and in major 
retail outlets such as Best Buy and 
Target. Th e all-time record for ser-
vices purchased was also broken. 
Services that Apple off ers through 
their products include iTunes, Ap-
ple Care, Apple Pay and licensing. 
Revenue rose 10 percent to reach 
$5 billion. Th e only sales that were 
down were for the iPad, which de-
clined to 9.9 million units being 
sold.
Th ese numbers accounted for 
2015 being Apple’s most successful 
year ever. Total revenue for the year 
grew 28 percent and reached $234 
billion. Apple is now approaching 
the holiday season with high hopes 
because they have an outstanding 
lineup of products that can be of-
fered as gifts for any family member 
or friend. 
Devices such as the iPhone 6s, 
iPhone 6s Plus, Apple Watch, iPad 
Pro, the new Apple TV and a line-
up of cases and watch bands give 
Apple confi dence going into 2016’s 
fi rst quarter. After the rush of the 
holiday season, revenue is estimat-
ed to be between $75.5 billion and 
$77.5 billion with a gross margin 
between 39 and 40 percent.
Th e big question for investors 
and analysts is how Apple will 
continue to outperform its previ-
ous quarter’s sales. Stockholders 
are used to Apple increasing sales 
by double-digit percentiles, but 
it will be tough for Apple to keep 
this up. If they want people to keep 
buying and not get bored with the 
products, they have to keep in-
novating their design, even if it 
is by the simplest measure to sell 
something that is not already out 
there. Since they are running out 
of new products to release, they 
spend a lot of time expanding their 
current lineup. 
Last holiday season, their sell-
ing point was the larger screen for 
the iPhone 6 and 6 Plus. For most 
of this year, it was the camera that 
could record slow motion HD video 
on the iPhone 6s. Analysts do not 
know what gift Apple will be giv-
ing this holiday season to maintain 
the steady growth of sales, but Tim 
Cook, CEO of Apple, is not worried.
Toni Sacconaghi, an analyst at 
Sanford C. Bernstein, asked Mr. 
Cook in a conference call if the 
company can grow during the holi-
day season. He ignored the ques-
tion and chose to compliment Ap-
ple on its impressive year. He said, 
“Apple’s full fi scal year revenue 
growth was equivalent to that of al-
most 90 percent of the companies 
in the Fortune 500.”
Apple does not have to worry 
about sales in the Greater China 
region because they have been 
growing 10 times as fast as in the 
Americas. To keep up with high 
demand, Apple is opening many 
stores in China, Hong Kong, Tai-
wan and Macau. Mobile carriers 
have also been updating to high 
speed data, which allows iPhone 
users to have better access to 
all their phone features, includ-
ing the GPS feature that can give 
them up to the second directions 
while driving.
China is the second largest mar-
ket for Apple beside the Americas. 
It is growing faster than any other 
market with sales growing over 100 
percent several quarters in a row. 
Th is quarter they hit 99 per-
cent. Apple reported that 24 per-
cent of sales in this quarter are ac-
counted to China, which is up from 
13.7 percent last year. Tim Cook 
said, “IPhone shipments in China 
climbed 87 percent from the pre-
vious year. Apple saw its highest-
ever rate of users switching from 
Android devices.”
A frightening statistic for Apple 
is that Dialog Semiconductor, the 
manufacturer of power manage-
ment chips for Apple products, re-
ported a third quarter revenue not 
meeting expectations and a fourth 
quarter revenue that is currently 
disappointing to the company. Th is 
made Apple shares fall on Monday, 
Oct. 26, 2015. 
IPad sales that have been slow-
ing down for almost two years are 
likely a concern for the company. 
Th ey dropped 20 percent from 
a year ago, marking the seventh 
straight quarter sales for the tab-
let have fallen. If Apple does not 
match its expected results, inves-
tors can tarnish stocks. 
According to Luca Maestri, 
Apple’s Chief Financial Offi  cer, 
the company holds $206 billion, 
which is $3 billion more than the 
last quarter.
Apple’s fourth quarter report indicates sales for multiple sale items
Reports indicate that both iPhones and Macbook Pros had record sale numbers in both the United States and across Asia. 
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BY VICKIE SAVVIDES
STAFF WRITER
As part of a massive restruc-
turing plan launched by Credit 
Suisse, the investment bank has 
introduced fi ve key new bankers 
to its Americas Healthcare group. 
Th e new board is expected to begin 
work the fi rst quarter of 2016.
Credit Suisse is a leading in-
vestment bank based in Zurich, 
Switzerland. Th e company also has 
large operations globally in New 
York and London. Credit Suisse is 
looking to expand its private bank-
ing and wealth management busi-
ness in emerging markets across 
the globe. To do so, the company 
has sought new employees and op-
portunities in its healthcare group.
Due to an underperformance 
of its healthcare group, Credit Su-
isse needed to create a plan that 
could combat the losses it faced 
in its third quarter. Th e company 
reported a lower profi t than ex-
pected. Th is loss was due to un-
certain market conditions that 
threatened fi xed-income and 
trading operations.
After a critical hiring process, 
the company hired fi ve new mem-
bers who all come from Barclays, a 
British multinational banking and 
fi nancial service company. Credit 
Suisse added Punit Mehta and Jor-
dan Bliss to take on positions as 
managing directors and Th omas 
Burkly, Connie Chiang and Naeem 
Merchant to take on direct roles.
Mehta and Bliss were both 
managing directors of the Barclays 
Healthcare Investment Banking 
Group before being recruited by 
Credit Suisse. Mehta has more than 
15 years of experience in invest-
ment banking.  He was the Global 
Head of Life Sciences in the Health-
care group. Bliss too has a great deal 
of experience, also focusing on the 
life sciences in the same segment of 
the company.
Burkly, Chaing and Merchant all 
have experience dealing with the 
acquisitions of Barclays. Th e three 
directors advised the board on 
some of the industry’s most crucial 
transactions. One of the most no-
table negotiations was the Israel-
based pharmaceutical Teva’s $40.5 
billion takeover of Allergan’s gener-
ics business.
As a consequence of these 
changes, Gaël de Boissard, Hans-
Ulrich Meister, Robert Shafi r 
and Pamela Th omas-Graham 
have stepped down from the 
Executive Board.
Th e bank declared that the 
third-quarter profi t declined by 
24 percent to $779 million Swiss 
francs, or about $816 million, from 
the quarter a year ago. Th e revenue 
also took a hit, falling 9 percent, to 
5.99 billion francs.
According to a statement re-
leased by chief executive of Credit 
Suisse, Tidjane Th iame, the results 
of the third quarter “reinforce the 
need for a restructuring of the bank 
aimed at reducing the volatility 
of our earnings and better align-
ing the activities of our investment 
bank behind the needs of the cli-
ents of our private banking and 
wealth management division.”
For this reason, Credit Suisse 
has decided to restructure its fo-
cus and in turn, select a new ex-
ecutive of board of the healthcare 
group that could help the company 
boast a plan to success.  With the 
new board in order, the goal of the 
company is to raise $6.3 billion in 
new capital. 
In a press release statement by 
Credit Suisse, the company out-
lined steps to show how it intends 
“to grow profi ts and capital genera-
tion” in the next fi scal year. 
After meeting on Oct. 20, 2015, 
the board of directors introduced 
a comprehensive list of measures 
setting the new strategic direction, 
structure and organization of Cred-
it Suisse. Th e strategy is founded 
upon Credit Suisse’s core mission 
listed in on its position as “a top 
global private bank and wealth 
manager, its specialist invest-
ment banking capabilities and its 
strong presence in its home market 
of Switzerland.” 
To grow its healthcare sector, 
Credit Suisse plans to: dedicate 
time to serving the widening up-
per class, reduce capital usage in 
investment banking operations, 
strengthen its balance sheet, low-
er fi xed costs and lastly, change 
the leadership structure to refl ect 
the strategic and structural initia-
tives. Th e new leadership struc-
ture consists of the newly hired 
executive offi  cers.
Jim Amine, head of the invest-
ment banking and capital markets, 
described the importance of work 
experience when hiring the new 
bankers. Because of the workers’ 
success in Barclays, Credit Suisse 
took direct action to hire these fi ve 
for the fi rst quarter of 2016. 
He noted, “Th e bankers we 
hired have proven track records 
of accomplishment with many of 
the most signifi cant companies 
in healthcare.” 
Th ese new employers come at 
the time of Credit Suisse’s plan of 
expansion.  More than 2,000 offi  ce 
jobs in London are set to relocate to 
other operations in less expensive 
off shore locations. 
Th e company plans to grow its 
universal bank in Switzerland and 
its private banking and wealth 
management arm in Africa, Asia, 
Eastern Europe, Latin America and 
the Middle East.
Th e bank also announced man-
agement changes within the cur-
rent members of the bank. Iqbal 
Khan is now the head of the In-
ternational Wealth Management
Business. 
Timothy P. O’Hara is leading the 
new global markets division within 
the investment bank business and 
James L. Amine is running the new 
investment banking and capital 
markets division.
Stuart Smith, global Head of 
Healthcare, explained that with the 
new board, “[Credit Suisse] expects 
the pace of activity in the healthcare 
sector, and in particular Life Sci-
ences, to continue as participants 
respond to the market’s need for 
expanding therapeutic solutions 
in a highly cost conscious environ-
ment. Th ese new hires come at a 
time of signifi cant activity and will 
complement our existing strength 
in the sector.”
Credit Suisse hires four healthcare bankers as it restructures
JOSEPH ESPOSITO | THE TICKER
Punit Mehta and Jordan Bliss, former managing directors at Barclays, will be the directors of the new Credit Suisse division.  
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The Rubin brings art to students through CUNY partnership
BY AARON MAYER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Baruch College students hold 
a valuable piece of magnetically-
charged plastic in their hands, 
though they may not realize it ev-
eryday when they swipe it through 
the turnstiles of the Vertical Cam-
pus Th e benefi t of the CUNY ID 
that most students take for granted 
is more of a VIP backstage pass to 
the cultural happenings of the city 
than a 10 percent discount on their 
lunchtime curry. Now, thanks to a 
recent partnership with CUNY and 
the Rubin Museum of Art, that VIP 
backstage pass just became a lot 
more valuable.
Th e Rubin is a bastion of Hi-
malayan artistic works and a hub 
of cultural relics from northern 
India, Nepal, Tibet and neigh-
boring regions. Th e museum’s 
permanent collection is vast and 
comprehensive, and its layout is 
airy and accessible. As of Oct. 23, 
a new temporary exhibition called 
Sacred Spaces joins the already 
majestic and serene atmosphere, 
transforming the fi fth fl oor of the 
museum into three distinctive holy 
realms Each is imbued with the 
spiritual enchantment of unique 
religious iconography and ritual 
signifi cance: the Tibetan Buddhist 
shrine room, the panoramic Nep-
alese hilltop and the Jain monolith. 
Most students think of the library 
as an ideal place to study. After all, 
productivity peaks in quiet places 
with few sensory distractions, so 
the library seems like a reasonable 
place to do homework or prepare 
for midterms—but this is misguid-
ed. For true stillness, the Tibetan 
Buddhist shrine room is unrivaled. 
A handful of chairs line the rear 
wall of the fi rst sacred space, allow-
ing for only a few guests at a time 
to bathe in the immersive environ-
ment. Candles and incense burn in 
buttered goblets set atop intricately 
engraved wooden chests beneath 
pigmented hangings depicting an-
cient 
Buddhist teachings with a level 
of detail that far surpasses anything 
found in Michelangelo’s chapels. 
Guests are invited to weave prayer 
beads through their fi ngers as they 
listen to the hms of a recorded 
group of monks. Some sit cross-
legged with eyes closed, breathing 
deeply, intentionally and rhythmi-
cally. For the less religiously in-
clined, the space off ers more than 
spiritual energy that may be other-
wise inaccessible or unwanted. It 
off ers serenity and tranquility—a 
place devoid of stress or material 
concerns. Th e space transcends 
temporal limitations as well; min-
utes can feel like hours, hours can 
feel like seconds. So the next time 
the Baruch library is too jammed 
to fi nd a seat, consider the shrine 
room as a compelling alternative 
for a beautifully calming place to 
regain your sense of focus. But the 
exhibit revitalizes more than focus; 
it revitalizes inner peace as well. 
Baruch off ers free weekly medita-
tions on Tuesdays and yoga ses-
sions on Th ursdays, and those ser-
vices ought to be utilized. However, 
as soothing as those services may 
be, they cannot compare to medi-
tating in the Himalayan hilltop city 
of Mustang, Nepal. Dirt trails inter-
laced with vivid blue sky and mud 
houses on glowing green pastures 
paint an image in the brain so sur-
real that it feels transported into 
the scene itself. Th e seamless blend 
of the natural and the man-made 
throw into question whether or not 
such a distinction even exists, and 
the viewer can stare from fi ve feet 
away at the two-dimensional photo 
and see for miles. 
Meditating in the visually stun-
ning display of colors and light, the 
viewer is urged to think of his or her 
own place in this expansive world 
and question the scope of daily 
life. Realizing that all of Manhattan 
would fi t neatly into a single valley 
of the Himalayas casts a sense of 
doubt over the value of the mega-
lomaniacal ambition that plagues 
so many, and renders insignifi cant 
any success or failure that one may 
incur in the pursuit of fame and 
fortune. Th e space instills a sort of 
existential reverence for that which 
is far beyond the reach of man-
kind,. Yet it simultaneously and 
ironically, instills the congruent 
sense of awe that one feels when 
gazing up at the Flatiron building 
from Madison Square Park. An el-
evated sense of self is made abun-
dantly attainable, even for those 
who generally shy away from the 
spiritually charged.
Th e third sacred space, cap-
tured in video of the worshipers of 
the Jain deity Bahubali, is beyond 
description and requires the obser-
vation of one’s own eyes. Baruch is 
one of the most diverse campuses 
in the country, and that diversity 
manifests religiously as well as 
ethnically. But as a rising percent-
age of younger people—especially 
students—embrace atheism or 
agnosticism, diverse cultures and 
their places of worship can seem 
alien and estranged. For such peo-
ple, the Rubin serves the vital pur-
pose of providing anthropological 
insight and historical context to 
these sacred spaces and off ers a 
window into how diff erent people 
connect with what they perceive as 
divine. It is for this demographic 
that the exhibition is particularly 
special, as it inspires a serenity and 
inner peace that may be otherwise 
unreachable. Spirituality may not 
be accessible for everyone, but 
tranquility is.
Th e Sacred Spaces exhibit, as 
well as the rest of the Rubin’s mar-
velous collection, is free for all 
CUNY students. Th e museum is 
located on 17th Street between 6th 
and 7th Avenue in Manhattan.
The Rubin holds some of the world’s most sought-after art pieces on 7th Avenue and 17th Street in the West Village. 
Despite fanfare, Reggen’sThe 33 ultimately disappoints audiences
BY BEN BUCHMAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Such high hopes and such a 
painful payoff , Th e 33, is a jab to 
the gut while trick-or-treating. It is 
a straight line with absolutely no 
direction. Its narration spews toxic 
mediocrity and mortifi es even the 
most modest expectations for the 
story; the fi lm is unpalatably bland, 
comically detached and worst of 
all, just plain annoying. 
Th e fi rst problem the fi lm en-
counters is related to the audi-
ence’s blanket familiarity with its 
story. Everyone who sees this fi lm 
remembers, at least roughly, the 
Chilean mine that collapsed in 
2011. Everyone knows the men 
make it out of the mine, ultimately 
bringing the movie to an expected 
happy ending. .Th is fact seems to 
have been lost upon director Pa-
tricia Reggen as she stubbornly at-
tempts to inject scene, after scene, 
after scene with a doubt that is sim-
ply not there. Rather than focusing 
her direction to propose the raw 
human questions of this story, Reg-
gen chiefl y proff ers her audience 
the rhetoric, unadventurous and 
tired question: “Will they make it 
out alive?” If only she could have 
asked herself that same question in 
regards to her paying audience. 
Exceedingly overstaying its wel-
come, the movie’s run time of 128 
minutes feels twice as long thanks 
to three separate perspectives 
gruesomely tangled together by 
confl ict. Th ere are the miners and 
their hunger, loneliness and family 
issues while the rescuers have their 
hassles with outside pressure, bu-
reaucrats and operational diffi  cul-
ties. Th e miners’ family members 
shed tears that consume half the 
fi lm for the sake of cramming in 
even more friction. Th e sheer time 
these big and small problems take 
up is a disservice to the narrative, 
but worse yet, their incessancy is 
downright annoying. It is as if the 
fi lm cannot stir any natural emo-
tions, so it lazily pelts problems like 
baseballs at the viewer to get to feel 
something. 
One cannot help but feel sorry 
for the story being told—so full 
of heart and so mistreated. Reg-
gen forgoes the vital ingredient 
of character development in her 
emotional powerhouse. Meeting 
the men—or fi ve of the 33—and 
following them into the collapsed 
mine within 20 minutes, the audi-
ence is given no time to connect 
to Reggen’s trapped saints. As they 
are losing their minds their families 
are praying for them, and viewers 
sit and watch with a unique level 
of detachment. Th is proves to be 
the fatal fl aw of the fi lm; relying 
on a half-dozen cliches to color in 
characters leaves them unsurpris-
ingly hollow and emaciates every 
theme pursued by this fi lm. Th ere 
is no story of love here, and there is 
no story of faith, all that exists is a 
tiring rescue fl ick, one that screams 
its emotional importance like a 
tone-deaf banshee, and stalls like a 
gimmicky carnival ride. 
While on the topic of characters, 
it is worth pointing out that there 
were some notable performances. 
Like a devoted sailor holding up a 
ship on the bottom of the ocean, 
the always-charismatic Antonio 
Banderes plays the lead role admi-
rably, and the same can be said for 
the supporting characters played 
by James Brolin and Martin Sheen.
However, like all aspects of this 
fi lm, the meager good is overrid-
den by the terrible. Juliette Binoche 
and Rodrigo Santoro have cringe-
worthy performances. Hindered by 
a bad script, their one-dimensional 
personas and over-the-top per-
formances are like salt to the eye. 
Unfortunately, they spend a large 
portion of the fi lm on screen, and 
tragically, they share the majority 
of their time on screen together. 
Th eir presence alone is enough to 
bury this movie, though of course, 
they have help. Th e use of three 
loosely connected story arcs robs 
them all of any piddling momen-
tum. Th e second a modicum of 
attachment begins to form toward 
one cast of characters, the fi lm 
shifts perspective. 
It is aggravating, tiring and most 
of all, counterproductive. Th ere 
are times when the same emo-
tional sentiment is repeated two 
or three times over, and even more 
instances when an ascending story 
arc is needlessly diverted and dis-
lodged. Th is positively dreadful 
pacing is highlighted by moments 
of comedic relief that are funny like 
a nail through the foot. At some 
point, Reggen must have given 
up her aim to hold the audience’s 
interest because her attempts at 
manipulation prove blatant and 
horridly transparent. 
From the very start, the fi lm ex-
ists in isolation of its audience, and 
lack any connection to its charac-
ters or commitment to narrative 
progression’ a fl at line unsurpris-
ingly concludes the fi lm. Th is closes 
the coffi  n on a story that needed to 
be told, but a fi lm that never should 
have been made.
Spanish actor, producer and director, Antonio Banderas plays miner Mario Supulveda in this box offi  ce fl op.
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This proves 
to be the fatal fl aw of the 
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In the words of Ernest Heming-
way, “Writing, at its best, is a lonely 
life.” Th ese words encompass the 
writing life like wrapping does to 
a gift. Writers live through their 
words. Not often does a writer 
emerge from the writing den for 
interviews, guest appearances and 
other such public obligations. Time 
spent away from writing leads to 
poor writing. Fortunately Eduardo 
Halfon, the Harman writer-in-resi-
dence at Baruch for this Fall semes-
ter, was kind enough to set aside 
time from his busy schedule to 
speak about writing, or “the work,” 
as he called it. 
Before the thoughts of reading 
for pleasure fi lled his mind, and 
before considering the possibility 
of writing full-time, Halfon made a 
life through construction. Frustrat-
ing way of life, as he put it. In a mo-
ment of restlessness, he enrolled 
in philosophy classes at the local 
university, searching for guidance. 
In Latin American countries, this 
particular one being Guatemala, 
the majors are conjoined. 
Instead of only taking philoso-
phy classes, he would also be tak-
ing literature. Before taking those 
literature courses, the only read-
ing he had done was the required 
readings needed for his educa-
tion in the states at North Caro-
lina State University, where he 
studied engineering.
He said, “Homework and as-
signed readings, and I would do 
very little of that, as well, you know, 
just the bare minimum. I just never 
got it. I never understood why one 
would read.” 
Th rough the courses, his love 
for reading, particularly fi ction, 
bloomed. It came from a need, 
an urge to cling to something that 
would give defi nition to his life. 
Reading just happened to be there 
to catch him. It could have been 
something completely diff erent. 
“If I would have gotten there 
earlier, I wouldn’t have seen it, and 
if I would’ve been, maybe, mar-
ried and with kids. I wouldn’t have 
seen it, because I would’ve been 
wrapped up in putting food on the 
table, and paying the rent.” But be-
cause he was a 28-year-old man 
without many commitments, he 
had space for his love of literature 
to grow. Writing, he said, came with 
reading. 
For about as long as litera-
ture has been taught in universi-
ties, this question has been asked 
and answered. Are the messages 
in the writer’s text intentional, or 
does the reader fi ll in the blanks 
to create the message? Th e job of 
the writer is only there to lead the 
reader through the story, and noth-
ing more. “I’m just telling a story. I 
don’t know what that story means, 
or if it means anything. It’s just a 
story, to me,” Halfon said. 
It is a partnership; they must 
work together to develop a mean-
ing. Th e writer writes the story, and 
reader fi lls in the blanks, answers 
questions that are raised and hope-
fully, after much consideration, 
comes to a conclusion. 
Th e reader must be part of the 
process. Lazy reading will leave 
unsatisfi ed feelings and may be 
taken as a reaction to bad writ-
ing. It is not the responsibility of 
the writer to show the reader the 
meaning. Th e reader must take 
that responsibility.  
In academic writing, and the 
writing students do for the classes 
they take, one is told that to be an 
eff ective writer, certain rules be fol-
lowed. According to the lecturer, 
these rules guarantee clarity for 
the reader, and portray the subject 
in an organized and logical way. 
When asked if he followed any 
rules when writing, Halfon said, 
“Th ere are no rules.” He laughed af-
ter saying this, and continued with, 
“Am I quoting something there?” 
Yes, it seems we have all heard 
that before. Rules for writing, if any 
exist, are solely based on the type of 
writing being done. In academia, 
the writer aims for the writing to be 
clear, organized and intelligent. In 
fi ction writing, what Halfon does, 
there is much more freedom. While 
the writing he does still has to be 
organized, intelligent and clear, he 
is allowed to tell his story in what-
ever way he chooses. Instead of us-
ing academic terminology, which 
might alienate the readers who 
are unfamiliar with certain words, 
he can be colloquial and use sim-
ple words to get the themes of his 
story across. 
Th at is what fi ction writing 
is—getting your theme across in 
the simplest way. In the words 
of Hemingway, “Does he really 
think big emotions come from big 
words?” Here he refers to William 
Faulkner, a writer who attacked him 
for using too many small words. 
Halfon then went on to say that in-
stead of rules to follow, routine is 
what makes good writing. Writing 
at the same time every day, writing 
for the same amount of time every 
day, writing in the same way every 
day, is where good writing comes 
from. Routine will show results, 
not rules. 
Th at being said, when it comes 
to writing, to actually sitting down 
and staring at a blank page, it 
seems nightmarish to write without 
an outline sitting to the side. Some 
writers need to have the whole sto-
ry out in front of them before sitting 
down to write. Not Halfon. “I don’t 
know what’s going to happen… in 
the story,” he said. Instead of hav-
ing control of the story, the story 
has control over him, and he has 
to be willing to bend to the will of 
the story that is being told. “I have 
to be completely open for that story 
to take me places I didn’t know I 
was going.” Having trained in en-
gineering, he said that the idea of 
letting go, of going into something 
without a blueprint, was diffi  cult, 
but necessary. If there is a part in 
the writing process where the engi-
neer comes out, he mentioned, it is 
during the editing process. “You’re 
always unsure,” he said when talk-
ing about the diffi  culty of writing. 
“You could write 50 pages and have 
to start over. You’re always unsure, 
always uncertain.” 
 Uncertainty and fi ction writing 
go hand-in-hand. Fiction cannot 
exist without uncertainty, and if it 
did, it would be boring fi ction. To 
be a fi ction writer, to even begin 
writing fi ction, one must let go of 
any doubt in their ability to write. 
One can live with uncertainty, but 
cannot live with doubt. Doubt is 
the water that extinguishes the fi re, 
while uncertainty is the gusting 
wind that fl ickers the fl ame. Th e un-
certainty is needed, it keeps you on 
your toes, makes you question your 
own rules on writing, encourages 
you to try new things and willingly, 
or forcefully, makes you change 
the way you write. Kurt Vonnegut 
summed it up best, and this goes 
for everything that happens in life. 
He said, “We have to continually be 
jumping off  cliff s and developing 
our wings on the way down.” 
If anything can come from this 
conversation with Halfon, it is that 
life can be very uncertain, but must 
be confronted head on, and with an 
open mind. 
We willingly have to fl ex and 
bend to adjust to the wind and 
have faith in our abilities. Not just 
as writers, but as people. 
Conversation with Baruch’s writer-in-residence are insightful
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Books like Monestary give readers insight into Halfon’s thought process as a writer 
with the freedom many readers long for from an author.
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A modern rock band evolves with release of their sophomore album
BY LUIS LUCERO
STAFF WRITER
Th e Winery Dogs, a supergroup 
that rapidly gained popularity with 
their self-titled fi rst album in 2013, 
is back with their sophomore re-
cord, Hot Streak. Th e band is con-
sists of three members of several 
popular hard rock and heavy metal 
bands from the 1990s. 
Lead singer, guitarist and key-
board player Richie Kotzen was 
primarily a solo artist through-
out his career, though he did have 
brief stints in bands like Poison 
and Mr. Big. Bassist Billy Sheehan 
has carved a name for himself as 
a member of the aforementioned 
Mr. Big, as well as an original mem-
ber of Van Halen, singer David Lee 
Roth’s solo band. Finally, there is 
drummer Mike Portnoy. 
He fi rst gained international no-
toriety as the founding member of 
legendary progressive metal band, 
Dream Th eater, and has been laud-
ed alongside John Bonham, Neil 
Peart and Keith Moon as one of 
rock and roll’s greatest drummers. 
After leaving the band in 2010, he 
has worked on various other proj-
ects including temporary stints in 
Avenged Sevenfold and Twisted 
Sister, and other groups like Adren-
aline Mob and Metal Allegiance.
With their blues-rock and hard 
rock fusion-inspired eponymous 
debut album, Th e Winery Dogs 
have established themselves as a 
group that many have described 
as a “modern classic rock band”. 
After gaining quick popularity by 
means of extensive touring and 
positive word of mouth, the band 
went back into the studio to record 
their second record. When any art-
ist releases a popular debut album 
and quickly starts work on an inevi-
table follow up, there are only two 
choices to take in terms of direc-
tion. One would be to make it more 
or less with the same approach 
that made the fi rst album resonate 
with the public. Th e second option 
would be to take the existing sound 
and play around with it through 
studio experimentation. Th e open-
ing track and lead single, “Oblivion, 
”while it is a very good track, comes 
off  more like an outtake from their 
debut album rather than a fresh 
new song. 
Th at alone would make a few 
listeners assume that Hot Streak 
is nothing more than Th e Winery 
Dogs Part 2. But afterward, the 
record takes on several musical 
themes that expand on their clas-
sic rock-inspired sound and estab-
lishes 
Th e Winery Dogs as something 
more than a typical rock group. 
Aside from the usual classic rock 
sound, the band decided to dab-
ble in elements of other genres 
throughout the record. “Captain 
Love” captures the sleazy spinal 
tapesque tone of classic ’80s hair 
metal, right down to the cheesy lyr-
ics. “Empire” adds a layer of Glenn 
Hughes-inspired funk bass to the 
band’s sound. “Fire” serves as the 
band’s fi rst true ballad, complete 
with acoustic guitar and a subdued 
rhythm section. 
But the most unique track was 
without a doubt “Th ink It Over.” 
Kotzen puts down his guitar entire-
ly and takes up the electric piano 
for a very Motown-inspired sound 
that shows the band turn into a 
completely diff erent group for this 
one song. ‘
Th e Winery Dogs themselves 
remain just as tight as ever in their 
musicianship and band chemis-
try. Kotzen leads the band with his 
multiple talents. His guitar playing 
is a fast and frenetic combination 
of Eddie Van Halen, Jimmy Page 
and, ironically enough, Portnoy’s 
former Dream Th eater bandmate, 
John Petrucci. 
His lead vocals harken back to 
classic blues-rock crooners like 
Paul Rodgers and Robert Plant. 
Sheehan and Portnoy mesh togeth-
er their already-exemplary playing 
skills into a tight, powerful rhythm 
along the lines of Moon, Bonham 
John Entwistle, John Paul Jones.
Shortly before the album’s re-
lease, Th e Winery Dogs went back 
out on the road to promote the re-
cord. One such stop was at Times 
Square’s recently-rechristened 
PlayStation Th eater. Compared to 
their debut tour, which had set lists 
with a mix of band material and 
a wide variety of cover songs, the 
band fi nally has enough material to 
stand out on their own on stage. A 
couple of songs were even altered 
for the concerts, with the afore-
mentioned “Fire” turning into an 
acoustic solo spot for Kotzen. But 
if Kotzen was the lead singer, Port-
noy can defi nitely be considered 
the true front man for Th e Winery 
Dogs. 
His humorous banter in be-
tween songs added an element 
of irreverence to the group. In be-
tween the spotlight hogging of Kot-
zen and Portnoy stands the much 
more stoic Sheehan. 
Hot Streak was defi nitely worth 
the surprisingly short wait and 
manages to bring more of the same 
sound while playing around with 
other genres that made Th e Winery 
Dogs successful during their fi rst 
album release. 
Drummer Portnoy bangs out the beat as The Winery Dogs grace the stage for their adoring fans during their latest tour.  
DUNLUD.GA
Kotzen puts down his 
guitar entirely and 
takes up the elctronic 
piano for a very 
Motown-inspired sound 
that shows the band 
turn into a completely 
diff erent group for 
this one song. 
The Winery Dogs 
themselves remain 
just as tight as 
ever in the musicianship 
and band chemistry. 
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BY MAXIM IBADOV
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Everybody knows that the sa-
cred temple that is Broadway often 
welcomes big-name Hollywood ac-
tors through its doors. Just this sea-
son, New York theaters are going to 
welcome such award-winning art-
ists as Jessica Lange, Jennifer Hud-
son, Bruce Willis, Al Pacino, Cicely 
Tyson and Brandy. Th e Academy 
Award-winning movie big shots 
come to Broadway, and it benefi ts 
everybody:  the actors get a chance 
to prove their talent and relevance, 
producers get money, critics ex-
press their venom in writing cho-
leric reviews and the audience is 
left satisfi ed with seeing a famous 
celebrity grace the stage. Th e prob-
lem is—and this may be the case 
with Bruce Willis in Misery and Al 
Pacino in China Doll this season—
is that the name does not often 
guarantee quality, which results in 
a major blow to the artistic aspect 
of the whole thing. 
However, there are always ex-
ceptions. Th is year marks the 50th-
anniversary season of the leading 
non-profi t theater organization 
in New York Roundabout Th eater 
Company. RTC is a major artis-
tic patron, despite its non-profi t 
status, and is known for bringing 
quality shows with big-time ac-
tors. Th is year they decided to re-
vive one of the most classic plays 
with one of the biggest Hollywood 
stars, Keira Knightley. Knight-
ley makes her Broadway debut in 
the theatrical adaptation of Emile 
Zola’s 1867 debut novel Th erese 
Raquin. She is accompanied by 
an impressive company of Tony 
winners Judith Light and Gabriel 
Byrne and Drama Desk-nominee 
Matt Ryan.
Knightley is a prominent ac-
tress who is busy with her current 
projects while raising a newborn 
baby. So what is it that brings her to 
Broadway? It is not the lack of work, 
or money or boredom clearly. Th e 
answer in fact, is very simple—she 
is a British actress. British theatrical 
school is quite diff erent from that 
of the United States. While we are 
concerned more about the mon-
etary value and the image, they are 
more concerned with the product 
and the message. Every British ac-
tress went through a Shakespear-
ean theater school, so for Keira, this 
is not a novelty, but rather a come-
back to her artistic roots. 
Th erese Raquin, which offi  cially 
opened on Oct. 29, is a representa-
tion of what a true drama is sup-
posed to be—the play opens with 
tormented orphan Th erese, who 
walks on the stage, as if she holds 
the pain and the struggle of the 
entire world. Th is depressing be-
ginning grips the audience and 
does not let go until the very last 
scene. Th ere is no place for joy or 
happiness—despair is evident in 
every little piece of this produc-
tion. Zola writes in his introduc-
tion to the novel that “this piece is 
about human natural desires and 
emotions. Th ere is no love or aff ec-
tion. Th ere is lust, brutality, anxiety 
and despair.” 
Th is sort of dramatic play is 
something that many theatrical 
actors will stay as far away from 
as possible. Th e set is very laconic 
and the costumes are dull: there 
is nowhere to hide. It is just the 
actor, his character and the audi-
ence. Th e production is a display 
of naked and pure emotions that 
can only be achieved through very 
challenging work.
 Th erese and her lover Laurent 
have done their job in the most 
spectacular fashion; the chemistry 
between them starts in the instant 
of the fi rst mutual look and does 
not let go. In her most dramatic 
scenes, her talent just fi lls the entire 
Studio 54 and makes every specta-
tor feel the same emotions as she 
does. In the scenes where the focus 
in not on her, the audience still can-
not take of their eyes off  of her. Th is 
is not because of who the actress is, 
but because she is able to convey 
her dynamic power through being 
absolutely silent and detached. 
When she does not speak, her 
whole essence just screams a mute 
cry for help. Byrne, who plays 
Th erese’s husband Camille, some-
times outshines his wife by bring-
ing so much depth and color to his 
character that it makes his rather 
dull and miserable existence excit-
ing to watch. Ryan’s character, an 
idle and lustful peasant Laurent, 
helps the actor to play with his role 
while equally sharing all the pas-
sions of Th erese. Th e only person 
who seems to disappoint her au-
dience is Judith Light, who plays 
Camille’s mother. Being a two-time 
Tony award winner, she fails to 
play her character in a convincing 
way. Her acting just seems to be 
grotesquely over-exaggerated. It is 
obvious that she is not comfortable 
with playing an old, ugly mother. 
However, for the entire second 
act, she plays a paralyzed invalid 
whose only way of communicating 
with the world is through her eyes. 
Th ese eyes are supposed to convey 
an impressive set of emotions from 
deep despair to burning anger. Of 
course, this does not eff ectively 
work in theater simply due to the 
fact that the audience cannot see 
the actress’ eyes. 
Besides the characters’ depic-
tion fl aws, there are a couple of 
issues with the production itself. 
Although the play is named after 
its main female character, there 
should be a balanced display of 
both Th erese and Laurent’s suff er-
ings. Instead the whole production 
revolves around Knightley, and 
fails to show other perspectives 
of the play. Th ere was also a prob-
lem with the set. Th e scenery is 
exquisite in its refi nement of some 
parts and laconicism of the oth-
ers. However, and this is especially 
bothersome in the beginning; the 
frequent and rapid change of back-
ground pieces really distracts the 
audience and takes away the focus 
from the context. 
Altogether, the RTC’s produc-
tion of Th erese Raquin not does dis-
appoint. Th e audience gets exactly 
what is anticipates, and even more. 
It holds the audience’s breath in 
a tight fi st and does not let go for 
hours even after the show is over. 
Together with a beautiful set, origi-
nal and dramatic story and abso-
lutely astounding acting, Th erese 
Raquin can be considered a suc-
cess that is worth spending a Friday 
night watching.
Actress Keira Knightley dazzles audiences on Broadway stage
Award-winning actress Keira Knightley takes a pay cut as one of Hollywoods most sought-after actresses for the small stage.
WWW.THESTAGEUK.CO.UK
Student-theater group puts on original works for Baruch audiences
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
The group applied to be recog-
nized as a student club at Baruch; 
the application remained pending. 
A year later, the group is in process 
of submitting legal documents to 
become a theater company in New 
York. The group’s first play was an 
adaptation of Macbeth, which Long 
wrote over last winter break. The 
adaptation ran at the Bernie West 
Theater, in the 23rd Street building, 
in May earlier this year.  
In Cut, a one-act play, Long 
plays Tommy the barber, “a good 
guy in a bad place.” The adven-
turously coiffed old-timer’s ap-
pearance belies an aichmophobic 
barber who soaks his implements 
in gin, imbibes copious amount 
of whiskey and grooms only dead 
people. With two exceptions: 
Charles the undertaker and Alan 
the over-sexed bro.
Charles (Brian Boggio, Baruch 
senior), the unassuming customer 
keen to form bonds in a new town, 
walks into Tommy’s shop on his 
boss’s recommendation. Charles 
has floppy hair, languid posture, 
and a sanguine voice—quite befit-
ting the undertaker that he is. He 
is observant but not intelligent, 
lonely yet friendly, and therefore, 
almost ends up dead.
Small talk at this barber shop 
takes off with Charles announc-
ing his terminated marriage; when 
prompted, Charles is very happy to 
talk to a living person, finally, about 
his marital disaster. Tommy, noted 
Boggio, “is very eccentric in a lot of 
ways. But he’s a person—he’s will-
ing to talk about things.” Tommy 
speaks in the same Northern Eng-
lish accent as Long, “Bernie” the 
theater enunciated like another 
word for a rabbit.
Long, in the three plays that he 
has directed with Exit Stage Left so 
far, has focused on loneliness—on 
lonely people in lonely jobs. “Lone-
liness appeals to me,” he offered. 
“In Cut … [Charles and Tommy] 
both work with dead people. He 
is an undertaker; I am a man who 
cuts dead people’s hair.” 
The theme of loneliness is car-
ried over from Long’s Macbeth, in 
which the protagonist is a chef, to 
Pick Up, his second play, and Cut. 
Pick Up landed the group its off-off-
Broadway debut earlier this fall—it 
ran as part of the Manhattan Rep-
ertory Theater’s October Festival. 
Pick Up tells the story of a cabbie 
who drives around New York on a 
Christmas morning. “It’s this idea 
of cab-driving as a very lonely pro-
fession. You’re single and by your-
self a lot of times,” said Boggio, who 
played Tommy the cabbie in the 
one-act play. “You’re stuck in the 
car for so long [that] things start 
happening, and you don’t know if 
they are real—it’s hard to explain 
… It’s very ambiguous. I can’t tell 
you the full story ’cause I don’t 
even know it.”
Cut is structurally reflective of 
its title; there are so many cuts in 
the plot—the termination of a mar-
riage, the end of a life and of course, 
a haircut. The play, nonetheless, 
toys with ambiguity between the 
characters, an idea that Charles 
and Tommy are the same person, 
Boggio suggested. Long concurred, 
“Yes! Hence the mirror. In a barber 
shop, you are always talking to the 
mirror; you are talking to yourself.” 
The thematic ambiguity not-
withstanding, the play is temporal-
ly situated in an indefinite period. 
The barbershop has an old Ameri-
can look, complete with an old-
fashioned phone; Charles uses an 
iPhone; and Alan (Matthew Boc-
cio) speaks like someone whose 
formal education taught him how 
to make money, not sentences. 
That juxtaposition of the past and 
the present is atypically amusing. 
Therefore, given the set-
ting, the play could be called 
contemporized. 
Viewing the play through that 
lens, however, leads one to suspect 
if the play isn’t being a tad lazy in 
letting some naivete slip through 
the cracks—why would Charles 
stay in the barbershop after finding 
out that he will be murdered? Bog-
gio countered, “We played heav-
ily with the inherent suspension of 
disbelief with these things because 
we had copious meetings … about 
[how] Charles, as any rational hu-
man being, should want to get up 
and run out of the barber chair 
several times during the play. And 
yet, he continuously doesn’t until 
he eventually can’t. If you were to 
explain that outside the theatri-
cal environment, that makes no 
sense. But within the context … this 
heightened sense of reality we have 
created, it’s allowed.” Otherwise, 
he contended, “halfway through, 
[Charles] would be like, ‘OK, bye 
Tommy’ and never come back.”
Exit Stage Left’s next produc-
tion is about a soldier who comes 
back from Afghanistan and how 
he addresses his mental health 
condition. Toy Soldiers, also a 
one-act, will mark the first time 
Long has produced a topical piece 
for the group. 
For this play, Long observes, as 
an outsider, the place the military 
occupies in American culture and 
conscience: “A big part of Ameri-
can identity is its military—its 
strength—and I found that interest-
ing.” The play, however, is devoted 
to the individual and not to the pol-
itics of war or its aftermath. “It’s not 
about America, it’s not about how 
America deals with [post traumatic 
stress disorder]—nothing to do 
with that at all … It’s not about the 
war in Afghanistan, it’s not about 
American involvement overseas, 
it’s just about a single soldier who 
comes back from a war. He could 
be from anywhere.”
Toy Soldiers will run Dec. 3, 
4 and 5 at Bernie West. Rehears-
als started the week after Cut was 
wrapped up. 
Until the proverbial curtain 
goes up, the cast and crew will be 
toiling in and around Baruch to re-
alize what Long calls “that idea of 
theater … raw, original, gritty.” 
Members of the indepedent student production group practice in the Bernie West Theatre in the 23rd Street Building.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR
A recent study published in 
the American Journal of Preven-
tive Medicine shows that watch-
ing television for a prolonged pe-
riod of time can be tied to the top 
eight causes of death in the United 
States.
According to the study, 289 
million Americans own a TV set. 
Of that amount, 80 percent of U.S. 
adults watch TV for roughly three-
and-a-half hours a day, which 
makes up more than half of their 
free time. 
Th erefore, it is important to un-
derstand the impact of watching 
TV on one’s overall health.
“In the past 10 years, a growing 
body of evidence has linked pro-
longed TV viewing to poor health,” 
the introduction of the study states. 
“A 2011 meta-analysis showed that 
each 2-hour increase in TV viewing 
was associated with a 13-percent 
increased risk of all-cause mortal-
ity.”
Th e sample consisted of 221,426 
individuals, 57 percent of which 
were males, aged between 50 and 
71. Th e self-reported viewing pat-
terns of TV viewing were recorded 
at baseline between 1995 and 1996, 
up until Dec. 31, 2011.
Th e participants were only 
eligible if they completed the two 
baseline questionnaires without 
the use of a proxy, did not suff er 
from any of the diseases tested, had 
a recorded TV viewing time and did 
not have a BMI level in one of the 
two extremes.
Th e TV viewing habits of the 
subjects were assessed with one 
question: “During a typical 24-hour 
period over the past 12 months, 
how much time did you spend 
watching television or videos?”
Responses were grouped into 
categories of zero to one hour a 
day, one to two hours a day, three 
to four hours a day, fi ve to six a day 
and seven or more hours a day.
Th e causes of death tested in the 
study include cancer, heart disease, 
stroke, chronic pulmonary diseas-
es, accidents, Alzheimer’s disease, 
diabetes, pneumonia, Parkinson’s 
disease, sepsis, liver disease, sui-
cide and hypertension.
“At baseline, those who watched 
more TV were less likely to have 
attended college, sleep at least 7 
hours/night or have high choles-
terol,” the study states. Th e sub-
jects that watched TV for a higher 
amount of time were also more 
likely to consume more calories 
and alcohol, be obese, smoke and 
have diabetes.
In the end, there were 36,590 
deaths in the 14.1 years under ob-
servation. Of that number, 15,161 
were caused by cancer, 7,340 were 
caused by heart disease, 1,748 
by stroke and 1,522 were caused 
by pulmonary diseases. All other 
causes of death fell below 1,000 
participants. 
Th e changes in the number of 
deaths were fairly insignifi cant in 
six categories: sepsis, kidney dis-
ease, hypertension, Alzheimer’s 
disease, accidents and stroke.
As the study shows, an increase 
of even two hours of TV viewing a 
day led to a 14-percent increase in 
the risk of mortality. Furthermore, 
the highest amount of deaths for 
each group was recorded for those 
that watched TV for anywhere be-
tween three to four hours a day.
“Th ere was no signifi cant in-
teraction between [Moderate to 
Vigorous Physical Activity] and TV 
viewing, indicating the detrimental 
eff ects of TV viewing were similar 
in active and inactive individuals,” 
the study states.
Th e results reveal other in-
teresting information regarding 
TV viewership. According to the 
study’s baseline fi ndings, an obese 
person, defi ned as one with a BMI 
above 30 percent, is likely to spend 
more time in front of a TV. Of all the 
obese participants tested, 30 per-
cent spent over seven hours in front 
of a TV, 25 percent spent fi ve to six 
hours a day in front of a TV and an-
other 20 percent reported spend-
ing between three to four hours in 
front of a TV. Th e remaining 25 per-
cent spent only zero to two hours in 
front of a TV.
One explanation for these re-
sults, according to the authors of 
the study, is that the lack of physi-
cal activity due to the high amount 
of time spent in front of a TV has a 
major eff ect on the overall health. 
To support this idea, the study cites 
a trial in which a reduction in TV 
viewing of 50 percent in adults who 
spent at least three hours a day in 
front of a TV resulted in an increase 
of physical activity equivalent to a 
mile of walking.
“We know that television view-
ing is the most prevalent leisure-
time sedentary behavior and our 
working hypothesis is that it is an 
indicator of overall physical in-
activity,” the lead researcher of 
the study, Sarah K. Keadle, Ph.D., 
explains. “In this context, our re-
sults fi t within a growing body of 
research indicating that too much 
sitting can have many diff erent ad-
verse health eff ects.”
But the study itself notes its 
limitations—it is largely composed 
of old, educated white men free of 
major health issues between 1995 
and 1996, meaning that the re-
sults may only be applicable to this 
group alone.
As the number of studies con-
ducted on this topic continues to 
increase, more can be found on the 
relationship between watching TV 
and one’s overall levels of health. 
With that knowledge, the people 
can ensure that necessary precau-
tions are put in place to stop  the 
people from unnecessarily ruin 
their own health.
“Given the increasing age of the 
population, the high prevalence 
of TV viewing in leisure time, and 
the broad range of mortality out-
comes…prolonged TV viewing may 
be [an] important target for pub-




A recent study claims that sleep 
troubles plaguing modern society 
are not as dependent on modern 
innovations as originally thought.
In the recent era, many sleep 
scientists have been quick to blame 
electricity, artifi cial light, the inter-
net, city-living and other modern 
conveniences as the root of our so-
ciety’s long-documented sleep de-
privation. Th ese researchers claim 
that the main reason why our an-
cestors had such restful and regular 
sleep patterns was because of their 
adherence to the cycles of the sun. 
In the past, it was diffi  cult to 
measure the sleep cycles of pre-
industrialized societies due to the 
necessary technology being in-
vented after electricity had begun 
to aff ect the human sleep cycle 
of most societies. By studying 94 
tribespeople of some of the last 
hunting-gathering societies in the 
world—the San of Namibia, Hadza 
of Tanzania and the Tsimane of Bo-
livia—the researchers were able to 
collect data on how pre-industri-
alized civilizations slept, with no 
electricity or media distractions 
available to interrupt their natural 
sleep cycle.
Th e aforementioned study, pub-
lished in Current Biology, proved 
previous concepts on sleep to be 
completely false.
“In some ways, the sleep in 
these traditional human groups is 
more similar to sleep in industrial 
societies than has been assumed. 
Th ey do not sleep more than most 
individuals in industrial societies,” 
the study asserts.
Th ese pre-industrial societies 
averaged less than six-and-a-half 
hours of sleep a night, much less 
than the eight hourws doctors 
recommend today. Instead of go-
ing to sleep at dusk, as previously 
assumed, these societies stay up 
for anywhere between 2.5 and 4.4 
hours after sunset, using small fi res 
to light the night. However, all of 
these groups rise close to sunrise 
each day. 
“Th e short sleep in these popu-
lations challenges the belief that 
sleep has been greatly reduced in 
the ‘modern world,’” Jason Siegal, 
director of University of California 
Los Angeles Center for Sleep Re-
search and co-author of the study, 
said. “Th is has important implica-
tions for the idea that we need to 
take sleeping pills because sleep 
has been reduced from its ‘natural 
level’ by the widespread use of elec-
tricity, TV, the Internet and so on.”
However, there are some ma-
jor variations as to how the tribes-
people sleep versus how people 
in industrial societies sleep. Very 
few of the tribespeople suff er from 
chronic insomnia; there is no word 
for it in their languages. 
Previous scientifi c thought also 
asserted that the mid-afternoon 
crash in energy that many feel in 
industrialized societies was part of 
a larger suppression of an innate 
instinct for an afternoon “siesta,” 
but this new study proved the idea 
to be false. In the San tribe in Na-
mibia, for instance, there were no 
observed naps during the 210 win-
ter days recorded, and only 10 naps 
were recorded during the 364 days 
in the summer.
With the results of the fi ndings 
similar amongst the two other 
tribes, the validity of naps is called 
into question. However, scien-
tists admit that the Actiwatch-2, 
used to measure sleep patterns of 
the tribespeople, is not capable 
of reading short naps eff ectively, 
meaning that the tribespeople 
could be taking power naps of 15 
minutes or less. 
 “A striking fi nding is the unifor-
mity of sleep patterns across [tribe] 
groups despite their ancient geo-
graphic isolation from each other,” 
the study says. It continues to sug-
gest that climate and temperature 
may play a big role in sleep cycles 
saying that, “[T]he observed pat-
terns are not unique to their par-
ticular environmental or cultural 
conditions but rather are central to 
the physiology of humans living in 
the tropical latitudes near the loca-
tions of the San and Hadza groups, 
where our species evolved.”
With all of this new information, 
a bigger question arises: if these 
tribes—and our ancestors—were 
receiving roughly the same amount 
of sleep that people currently do, 
what is the cause of our society’s 
perpetual tiredness? 
Th e answer could be summa-
rized in two words: poor health. 
It must be taken into account 
that the tribespeople are very dif-
ferent from the general U.S. popu-
lation. With lower blood pressure, 
better heart conditions, no obesity 
and a higher average level of fi t-
ness, the tribes are simply much 
healthier and in better condition 
than the overall population of the 
United States.
More research must be done, 
but poor health and disordered 
sleeping can go hand-in-hand. Dis-
orders like sleep apnea, in which 
breathing is interrupted repeat-
edly during sleep, can be caused 
by obesity and aff ect 18 million 
Americans each year. With obesity 
and lack of sleep working in con-
junction, people aff ected by sleep 
apnea prove to be sluggish, display-
ing a problem with today’s sleeping 
patterns bigger than that of tech-
nology’s infl uence.
Science & Technology
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Sleep troubles tied to poor health instead of new technology
The study compares the sleep cycles of tribes living pre-industrial societies to those living in industrial societies. 
JESSICA ARIAS | THE TICKER
Watching TV tied to eight leading causes of death in United States
Prolonged TV viewing has been linked to poor health for years, but this study is the fi rst to link it to specifi c causes of death.
IRINA GROUSHEVAIA | THE TICKER
BY LUIS LUCERO
STAFF WRITER
Th ere is no doubt that the 16-bit 
video game consoles of the 1990s, 
left a major impact on not only 
gamers of that era, but also those 
who would eventually develop 
the next generations of games. 
Over the last several years, how-
ever, many of the games that have 
come out emulate the graphical 
style and gameplay mechanics 
of the classics. Th e newest addi-
tion to the line-up of this trend is 
Freedom Planet. After a successful 
Kickstarter funding campaign and 
garnering a cult following on the 
PC upon initial release, the game 
has fi nally seen a home console 
digital release on the Nintendo Wii 
U’s eShop service.
At fi rst glance, it is patently ob-
vious that the gameplay and over-
all design are a love letter to the 
original three Sonic the Hedgehog 
games released between 1991 and 
1994 on the Sega Genesis. Th e high 
octane speed, roller coaster-like 
level design and colorful graphics 
are all accounted for. 
After going into the game, how-
ever, the inspiration for the game 
goes far beyond Sonic. Elements of 
other classic ’90s games like Mega 
Man X, Rocket Knight Adventures 
and Gunstar Heroes are also pres-
ent to make the game appear more 
than just another run-of-the-mill 
Sonic clone. Th e end result is a 
game that can best be summed up 
as the best Sonic game that Sega 
never made.
Taking a cue from the third 
Sonic game, there are three play-
able characters to choose from. 
For most of the game, the two 
main protagonists, Lilac and Carol, 
are available to play. Both charac-
ters’ combat tactics are amalga-
mations of Sonic, Mega Man and 
even Mario.
While their basic attacks are 
more or less the same for both 
characters, each has their unique 
special abilities. Lilac can use a 
double jump that also acts as an 
attack, while an air boost brings 
her speed to a level comparable to 
Sonic. Carol replaces the double 
jump with a Mario-esque wall-
jumping ability and even a motor-
cycle power-up.
Later on in the game, a third 
playable character named Milla is 
unlocked. Her move set is sort of 
a portmanteau of Tails and Yoshi. 
She can temporarily fl y by fl ap-
ping her giant ears, similar to Yo-
shi’s fl utter kick and Tails’ obvious 
namesake ability.
Despite the fl ying ability, her 
attack options are signifi cantly 
fewer compared to the fi rst two 
characters, with her default attack 
being a dinky green laser. Such a 
limited combat tactic makes her 
adventures signifi cantly more 
challenging, but not cheaply diffi  -
cult. Th e three characters bring to-
gether a wide variety of gameplay 
styles that even the classic Sonic 
games lacked.
Th e level of design is unique 
for a game of this type. While it is 
heavily inspired by classic Sonic, 
it is not as linear and straightfor-
ward as those games. A lot of the 
levels encourage players to ex-
plore their surroundings and stray 
beyond the pre-determined path, 
with the incentive of getting col-
lectables and extra lives.
One area of graphical fi nesse 
becomes apparent during the boss 
battles. Th e quick sprite scaling 
and stylized animation are heavily 
inspired by the bosses of the Gen-
esis equally stylized cult classic 
Gunstar Heroes.
Despite it being a throwback 
title, elements of modern gaming 
still manage to seep their way into 
the game. 
Diffi  culty can easily be changed 
upon starting a new save fi le. A 
stark contrast to the days when 
classic side-scrollers primarily had 
only one default diffi  culty that var-
ied greatly depending on both the 
game and whatever developer was 
in charge. Even if gamers would se-
lect the highest diffi  culty settings, 
the fact that the game off ers un-
limited continues for each “game 
over” screen renders the idea of 
both diffi  culty selection and lim-
ited lives all the more pointless. 
Th ere is also an eff ort of telling 
a larger and more complex story 
in the game, and that results in 
the game’s only real major fl aw. 
While the story can basically be 
summed up as a “save the world 
from a tyrannical madman” type 
of storyline, the game’s attempt 
to elaborate on it to modern stan-
dards results in a haphazard mess 
that comes off  like a bad Saturday 
morning cartoon from the same 
time period. Fortunately, there is 
a gameplay mode that completely 
skips all the cut scenes and take 
players through all the stages 
and bosses without the added 
story padding. 
Despite both the Genesis and 
SNES not having the technology 
to have high quality voice samples, 
Freedom Planet includes a full cast 
for each of the characters. Despite 
the weak storyline, the voice acting 
manages to make up for errors. Th e 
voice actors deliver their lines in a 
completely natural way without 
coming off  as either taking the role 
way too seriously or not putting 
any eff ort in the voices.
For fans of retro gaming, side-
scrollers or gaming in general, 
Freedom Planet is a game that 
should be experienced either to 
relive classic gaming memories or 
as an introduction to retro gam-
ing, all for a bargain price of $15 
on eShop.
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Freedom Planet emulates classics
BY KINDRA COOPER
ASSISTANT EDITOR, NEWS
A dated TV commercial for an 
early Apple computer attempts 
to appeal to women by branding 
it as a homemaker appliance for 
“household budgeting” and stor-
ing recipes. “You can also do trend 
analysis and generate bar graphs,” 
the actress retorts, rendering her 
male counterpart speechless. 
Although today’s social climate 
would reject such sexist advertis-
ing, the number of female comput-
er science majors has plummeted 
from 37 percent in 1984 to just 18 
percent today. 
Th e Baruch College off shoot of 
national non-profi t named Girls 
Who Code meets for two hours 
every Wednesday to instruct girls 
in basic JavaScript, which, at the 
elementary level, entails drawing 
rectangles, ellipses, circles and 
other shapes using key commands, 
and instructing the computer to 
color the background red or fl ash 
when rolled over with a mouse. 
Th ese are the building blocks of 
websites, animations, games, ro-
botics and industrial applications 
of computer programming. 
As a career counselor, Karen 
Klein, who now coordinates the 
program at Baruch, was eager to 
bring the Girls Who Code cur-
riculum to the college in order to 
equip girls with the coding skills 
that are increasingly sought-af-
ter in industries from fi nance to 
healthcare, media, non-profi ts 
and more.
Taught by a volunteer instruc-
tor, the girls use open-source tu-
torials on Khan Academy, starting 
with walkthroughs on JavaScript 
drawing and animation for abso-
lute beginners, before progressing 
to web pages, video games and 
projects of personal interest. Th e 
program at Baruch, which is fund-
ed by the Jewish Women’s Foun-
dation and open to all CUNY stu-
dents, began this semester and will 
continue to meet weekly until April 
2015 to allow each girl to fulfi ll the 
40-hour requirement to complete 
the program. 
“Th ey won’t get certifi cation 
but they’ll have the knowledge 
and they’ll be able to put on their 
resume that they have Javascript 
skills,” said Klein. 
Th e curriculum spans three 
profi ciency levels, each one requir-
ing one school year to complete. 
At the beginner level, students 
learn to design and implement 
a program using variables, loops 
and conditionals. Variables func-
tion like Excel formulas, wherein 
a value is returned based on the 
information a user inputs, such as 
a search query or, say, the use of a 
GPA calculator. 
Pop-culture stereotypes often 
cast programmers as monosyllabic 
misfi ts who live in unwashed plaid 
and oversized cargo pants, but the 
recent rise of the “brogrammer” 
modeled after the dorm-room-
startup paradigm of Facebook 
founder Mark Zuckerberg have 
further entrenched computer 
science as an all-male domain, 
pundits claim. 
In December 2014, Girls Who 
Code announced the largest ex-
pansion of its Summer Immersion 
Program, from just 19 programs 
reaching 375 girls to 60 programs 
reaching 1200 girls. 
“It’s not just a Silicon Valley 
problem anymore. Th e shortage of 
women in technical roles, wheth-
er it’s retail or entertainment, is 
a massive crisis both in terms of 
innovation and socioeconomic 
equality throughout the United 
States,” Girls Who Code founder 
and CEO Reshma Saujani stated in 
a press release.
The Baruch off shoot of Girls Who Code teaches women how to write computer code.
PIXABAY.COM
CUNY students learn basic Javascript 
through Girls Who Code at Baruch
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Sports
Women’s tennis emerges victorious in CUNYAC championship
BY PAUL JOH
SPORTS EDITOR
On Tuesday, Oct. 27, 2015, the 
Baruch women’s tennis team cap-
tured its fi rst CUNYAC champion-
ship title since 1997. 
Th e team’s long-awaited return 
as conference champions marked 
just its fi fth time in team history 
that the Bearcats accomplished 
such a feat. Baruch wasted no time 
fi nishing off  the Hunter College 
Hawks in the fi nals. 
Th ey swept the doubles com-
petition 3-0 and took the fi rst two 
singles matches en route to their 
perfect 5-0 victory. First-year player 
Daria Vasekina earned the tourna-
ment’s coveted MVP award after 
going 12-0 in singles action and 
13-0 in doubles this season includ-
ing the CUNYAC tournament. Th e 
junior from Vladivostok, Russia, 
was a star from the get-go and un-
doubtedly played a signifi cant role 
in the team’s success all throughout 
the season. Baruch’s victory also 
qualifi ed the Bearcats for a spot in 
the NCAA tournament, which is set 
to take place next May. 
Prior to their fi nale with the 
Hawks, the Bearcats squared off 
against the Brooklyn College Bull-
dogs in the second round of the 
tournament. Baruch’s fi rst-place 
fi nish in the regular season gave 
them a fi rst-round bye for an auto-
matic placement in the semifi nals, 
giving the team a chance to rest its 
players for an extra day. Despite the 
crucial matchup, head coach Florin 
Giuglescu stayed poised and turned 
to his reliable duo of Allie Jackson-
Hing and Vasekina in fi rst doubles. 
Th e two players played exception-
ally alongside each other since the 
beginning of the season and led 
their team with the most doubles 
wins as a pair heading into the 
game. Jackson-Hing and Vasekina 
started things off  with an 8-4 rout 
over the Bulldogs to record their 
ninth win together. Isabel Arias and 
Dzhessika Bishenkevich kept the 
momentum rolling with a solid 8-0 
win in second doubles. Brooke Sev-
erance and Hayley Bester wrapped 
up the doubles play with an 8-0 win 
of their own to give Baruch a com-
fortable 3-0 lead going into singles. 
Th e team grinded out two sin-
gles wins, almost eff ortlessly, with 
a stellar performance by its rookies 
Vasekina and Arias to close out the 
game. Arias fi nished her match un-
scathed, going 6-0 in both sets, and 
Vasekina was right behind her tak-
ing her match 6-1, 6-0. Th e victory 
helped Baruch advance to its fi rst 
CUNYAC championship since 2010 
and 13th overall in team history. In 
the other semifi nal matchup, the 
Hawks took down the defending 
champions, the College of Staten 
Island Dolphins, in an exhilarat-
ing fi nish that came down to the 
last singles match of the game. Th e 
Hawks took a narrow 5-4 victory, 
but it was still enough to set up a re-
match of last year’s semifi nals. 
Th e Bearcats entered the cham-
pionship game with a bitter mem-
ory of losing to the Hawks 3-5 in 
the tournament last year. Although 
Baruch had already staved off 
Hunter earlier in the season 7-2, 
the Bearcats knew well enough that 
this time around it was going to be 
a diff erent fi ght. Both teams head-
ed into the tennis courts of Queens 
College on Tuesday afternoon, in 
hopes of bringing the CUNYAC ti-
tle back to their schools. However, 
just like they did so all season long, 
the Bearcats trampled the Hawks 
to another exciting victory. Th e 
Hawks proved to be no match to 
the Bearcats, who left them in their 
dust with a 5-0 shutout. Baruch ex-
ecuted the win in the same fashion 
as they did so in the semifi nals, 
staying with the same pairs in dou-
bles play then followed by a quick 
singles victory from Vasekina and 
Arias. Jackson-Hing and Vasekina 
led the charge once again to cap off  
their undefeated season as a duo 
for their 10th win together and did 
so by retiring their opponents in 
the opening match. Th e Bearcats 
took the remaining two doubles 
matches 8-4 each and soon enough 
the team found itself just two wins 
away from being crowned CUNY-
AC champions. Arias and Vasekina 
dismantled their competition 6-2, 
6-0 and 6-1, 6-1 respectively. 
Th e team’s 10-0 record in the 
CUNYAC tournament this season is 
a testament to the dedication and 
leadership from both its coaching 
staff  and players. Th e contribution 
from the younger members of the 
team was a key factor that helped 
the Bearcats cruise through the 
tough season with ease and also 
proved that the team was in a class 
of its own. 
It is hard to say that the Bearcats 
were ever in serious trouble this 
season, but in the past, the team 
had fallen short in competitions 
in similar situations and could 
not aff ord to make the same mis-
takes again. Although the unde-
feated regular season alone was 
a huge accomplishment, espe-
cially after fi nishing with a losing 
record last season, winning the 
title was the perfect ending for the 
perfect season. 
Now, the Bearcats have their 
eyes set for May, where they hope 
to make a long run in the biggest 
stage of Division III sports, the 
NCAA tournament. 
Players and coaches celebrate following the Baruch women’s tennis team’s fi rst CUNYAC championship in nearly 20 years.
DENIS GOSTEV | SPECIAL TO THE TICKER
BY OMER SEMAN
STAFF WRITER
Over 50,000 runners partici-
pated in the annual New York City 
Marathon on Sunday, Nov. 1. Both 
amateurs and elites from around 
the world traversed the 26.2 mile 
course spanning all fi ve boroughs 
starting at Staten Island and con-
cluding in Central Park. Millions 
of spectators lined up along the 
race path to cheer on the athletes 
whether they were friends, family 
members or just enthusiastic sup-
porters. Still, the world’s largest 
marathon had humble beginnings. 
Fred Lebow, a Romanian immi-
grant and member of the New York 
Road Runners club co-founded the 
race alongside Vincent Chiappetta 
in 1970. Th e inaugural NYC mara-
thon started and ended in Central 
Park with 127 runners entering 
and only 55 completing the four-
lap event around the park. Prizes 
included cheap wristwatches and 
recycled baseball and bowling tro-
phies, according to the TCS NYC 
Marathon’s website. One dollar 
was all that was needed to enter 
the race and crowds were sparsely 
populated. Lebow became presi-
dent of the NYRR organization 
in 1972 and by 1976. Th e course 
featured all fi ve boroughs as 2,090 
entrants were treated to the sights 
and sounds of the city.
As Lebow’s creation grew in 
size and popularity year after year, 
so did the money. Present-day pro-
cessing and entry fees are over $200 
for U.S. residents and over $300 for 
international competitors, but the 
cash awards lessen the sting on 
their bank accounts. Th e top-ten 
fi nishers in the men and women’s 
division earn between $2,500 and 
$100,000 with the champions re-
ceiving the top prize, making an al-
ready impressive accomplishment 
all the sweeter. 
Its globalization has allowed in-
ternational athletes to shine in the 
Capital of the World. Norwegian 
Olympian Grete Waitz won while 
setting a world-record time of 2 
hours, 32 minutes and 20 seconds 
in 1978. She went on to win eight 
more times in an 11-year span, a 
feat that still stands on its own. 
Kenyan runners have dominat-
ed the competition, taking home 
more fi rst-place medals than any 
other country. Th e trend contin-
ued this year as Stanley Biwott and 
Mary Keitany crossed the fi nished 
line in 2:10:34 and 2:24:25, respec-
tively. For Keitany, it was her sec-
ond consecutive victory in New 
York after giving birth to her sec-
ond child in 2014. Th eir compatri-
ot Geoff rey Kamworor took second 
in men’s while the reigning Boston 
Marathon champion from Ethio-
pia, Lelisa Desisa, fi nished in third. 
Aselefech Mergia and Tigist Tufa, 
also Ethiopian athletes, earned the 
remaining women’s medals. 
While the top U.S. men and 
women competitors both fi nished 
seventh, their marathon experi-
ence could not be further apart. 
40-year-old Meb Kefl ezighi was 
one of the most decorated partici-
pants in the fi eld, having placed 
second in the 2004 Olympics 
and fi rst in the 2009 NYC Mara-
thon and 2014 Boston Marathon. 
Th e Eritrean-born star remains 
the last American to win both 
legendary events. 
26-year-old Laura Th weatt 
made the most of her marathon 
debut, completing the course in 
2:28:23, the seventh fastest time 
ever for an American in New York. 
A member of the University of Col-
orado track and fi eld team from 
2008-2011, Th weatt won the USA 
Cross Country Championships 
this past February, but had never 
ran a marathon. In an interview 
with Runner’s World, Th weatt ex-
pressed her commitment to short 
distance competitions even after 
her successful outing in New York. 
Th weatt’s eff orts in this year’s NYC 
Marathon will make her a name to 
remember, especially as she pre-
pares for the 2016 Olympic Trials.
Th e professionals were not the 
only runners used to the spotlight. 
Brooklynite and iconic director 
Spike Lee served as grand marshal 
for the proceedings. Local super-
star singer Alicia Keys, Academy 
Award-nominee Ethan Hawke and 
former-Giants running back Tiki 
Barber all endured the fi ve-bor-
ough trek for charitable causes. 
Former professional tennis player 
James Blake also ran the mara-
thon just two months after being 
tackled and falsely arrested by a 
New York police offi  cer outside a 
Manhattan hotel.
Blake was interviewed mid-
race, not about the arrest, but 
about the contrast between train-
ing for tennis matches and a long-
distance run. Th e former tennis 
star pointed to the explosive burst 
needed in his former profession 
and pacing himself for the treach-
erous slog. Running for his cancer 
research foundation, Blake told 
the New York Daily News he would 
“never again” try to run the 26.2 
miles as his wife and daughter 
greeted him at the fi nish line.
Th e city’s roads welcomed rac-
ers of all ages and abilities, wheth-
er covered in neon sweatbands or 
rocking a plain T-shirt and shorts 
ensemble. 
Runners embraced the famil-
iar polyester-aluminum wrap, 
though the unseasonably warm 
weather may have caused some 
to shrug it off . Th e fi nishers’ med-
als proudly hung from their necks, 
garnering admiration from pe-
destrians and straphangers alike, 
perhaps inspiring the next crop 
of athletes.
Kenyans take NYC marathon by storm
Th e baseball season has come 
to an end after the Kansas City Roy-
als beat the New York Mets in fi ve 
games to win the World Series. De-
spite the short-lived series, it was 
still one for the ages: a franchise 
was bound to be victorious for the 
fi rst time in 30 years. 
Both teams had not met in the 
regular season. Many analysts 
had tied predictions to when in-
dividual players had met in other 
years or with other teams. Th e 
Mets’ pitching was matched by a 
Royals off ense that attacked early 
in the count to pressure a shoddy 
defense. Ultimately, poor defensive 
choices in high-pressure situations 
cost the Mets the title in a couple 
of late-game scenarios where they 
held the lead. Nonetheless, fans 
were given a glimpse of a rivalry 
to build off  of a rich and distant 
history between the two teams 
that resonated so well with each 
other. Although both teams have 
not seen much success since their 
golden years in the 1980s, the two 
franchises managed to overcome a 
long period of losing seasons and 
have begun to form a promising 
farm system with seasoned young 
rotation players for the long term in 
the league.
Th e Mets were the Cinderella 
story for the arc of the 2015 play-
off s, while the Royals were the ones 
who took the crown in the end to 
complete their fairy tale run that 
started when they lost in seven 
games to the San Francisco Giants 
in last year’s World Series. 
While they were applauded for 
re-signing Eric Hosmer, their clean-
up hitter and golden glove fi rst 
baseman, many analysts did not 
expect them to repeat their season 
because of their roster losses, most 
noticeably their ace James Shield.
Nonetheless, they bolstered 
their rotation by signing Edinson 
Volquez in the off season, who al-
lowed a total of fi ve runs in a com-
bined 13 innings in the World Se-
ries. Volquez received two no-de-
cisions from the Royals who ended 
up winning both competitions. Th e 
Royals also added Johnny Cueto in 
a trade with the Cincinnati Reds, 
and became a second punch in the 
rotation with his unorthodox pitch-
ing strategies. Known for being a 
pitcher who tends to be streaky per 
outing, Cueto fl ashed his domi-
nance in Game 2 of the World Se-
ries by pitching a complete game. 
Th e line up experienced the big-
gest improvement, providing a dif-
ferent arsenal of weapons on the 
plate from their leadoff  hitter down 
to their no. 9 hitter.  After adding 
Alex Rios and Kendrys Morales in 
the off season to a line up that al-
ready included Lorenzo Cain, Mike 
Moustakas and Salvador Perez, the 
Royals went out and acquired util-
ity man Ben Zobrist from the Oak-
land Athletics. Zobrist was a player 
that the Mets coveted before fi nal-
izing a trade with the Detroit Tigers 
for Yoenis Cespedes. Cespedes 
shouldered an ineffi  cient off ense 
with an absolutely dominating sec-
ond half of the season, thrusting 
the Mets into the playoff s and their 
fi rst World Series since 2000.
Th e Mets’ pitching rotation 
managed to outduel Clayton Ker-
shaw and Zack Greinke, with a 
run-producing off ense led by Dan-
iel Murphy and his fl aming bat in 
the National League Division Se-
ries. Th ey followed that opening 
fi ve-game series with a four-game 
sweep against the Cubs, slaying 
the two-headed fl amethrowers 
Jake Arrieta and Jon Lester. Th is 
was the fi rst time the Mets had ever 
swept a team in a playoff  series 
and were this hot heading into the 
World Series.
Unfortunately, they had to wait 
for a series that dragged on be-
tween the Royals and Toronto Blue 
Jays. With time to cool off , the Roy-
als entered the World Series hungry 
for redemption, and it was evident 
in how vicious they attacked the 
Mets’ pitchers. Th e fi rst pitch of 
the World Series was an inside-the-
park homerun by Alcides Escobar. 
While the Mets succumbed to their 
stagnant off ense, they could not 
rely on their bullpen to close out 
games. While Jonathon Niese and 
Bartolo Colon displayed solid ef-
forts in relief outings, other bullpen 
weapons froze up, most notably 
Jeurys Familia and Tyler Clippard. 
While Clippard had struggled 
throughout most of the playoff s, 
Familia displayed dominance and 
was thrown into situations in the 
World Series that were not entirely 
his fault. 
Head coach Terry Collins made 
questionable decisions, but al-
lowing Matt Harvey to go into the 
ninth inning for the complete game 
shutout in Game 5 was defi nitely 
not one of them. He displayed trust 
in his starters and while he let the 
emotions get the best of him, it was 
symbolic of how much he cares 
about the morale of his players. No 
one could have predicted Harvey 
would give up a string of hits, and 
the Royals would tactically attack 
Familia to score without getting a 
hit. Besides, if Lucas Duda made a 
clean throw to home on Hosmer’s 
bold decision, the Mets could have 
been on their way to Game 6 on a 
two-game winning streak with de-
Grom and Syndergaard scheduled 
to pitch the next two games. 
As a lifetime Mets fan, enter-
taining the idea of that situation 
coming to fruition in a paradoxical 
world is satisfying, but the reality is 
that the Royals outplayed the Mets 
both strategically and emotionally. 
Th ey wanted it more, and it was evi-
dent in each decision made in the 
coaching duel between Ned Yost 
and Collins. 
Th e off ense was hungry for re-
venge and their defense was stingy 
when it mattered. Adding that to 
the equation of an opposing line-
up that is both inexperienced and 
playing on extended rest, and the 
Royals’ blueprint of returning to 
win it all is a success. With one sto-
ry coming to full circle, Mets fans 
can rest on the fact that the young 
Mets’ core will be back next year, 
anchored by Harvey. After all, Go-
tham needs its hero to relinquish 
its dark history.Collins’ decision to put Harvey back into the game in the ninth inning was symbolic of the trust he has with his players.
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Royals’ offense powers past Mets promising pitchers in World Series
WWW.SLATE.COM
EDWIN MOREL
BY MOUSTAFA ISMAIL 
STAFF WRITER 
Leading up to week 8, the 
matchup between the New York 
Giants and New Orleans Saints was 
generally overlooked as a dull, low-
scoring exhibition, featuring two 
teams with their fair share of trou-
ble on off ense and defense alike. 
Drew Brees entered the Mercedes 
Benz Superdome merely a shell of 
his former elite-level quarterback 
ranking; a nagging shoulder injury 
had sidelined the shot-caller ear-
lier in the season, and hindered his 
ability to zip the ball deep down the 
fi eld. On the other hand, Eli Man-
ning and the rest of the Giants’ of-
fense had been nothing short of a 
rollercoaster ride, as Big Blue strug-
gled to fi nd consistency thus far 
into the season. Pre-game statistics 
aside, by the time the fi nal whistle 
was blown, Brees and Manning had 
produced by far the greatest off en-
sive display of the premature 2015-
16 NFL season, let alone one of the 
greatest of all time. 
Recently, Brees had been en-
during the tough reality of profes-
sional football; a signifi cant decline 
in production over the last two sea-
sons had cast uncertainty over the 
36-year-old’s future with the Saints. 
Age would suggest that Brees is on 
the wrong side of his prime. While 
the veteran is still considered one of 
the main vocal leaders on the team, 
there was question of whether the 
captain’s body was deteriorating. 
Not to mention, Brees had signed 
a massive $100 million contract 
in 2012, along with a $20 million 
salary-cap hit which has restricted 
the Saints’ ability to sign other high 
profi le players. 
On the other hand, Manning 
continued to show some improve-
ment from his previous seasons, 
although it is a far cry from what 
the 34-year-old is capable of at his 
best. As new off ensive coordinator 
Ben McAdoo introduced the pass-
heavy west coast off ense, Man-
ning struggled in adjusting to his 
pre-snap mechanics and increased 
workload. Furthermore, the Giants’ 
front offi  ce continued their passive 
off season recruitment habits by 
failing to surround their quarter-
back with enough talent, especially 
along the off ensive line, which has 
left Manning under duress during 
most off ensive snaps. Now midway 
through the season, Manning ap-
pears more comfortable with the 
new off ensive system, however, the 
off ense still remains undepend-
able. In their week-7 matchup with 
the Dallas Cowboys, the Giants 
looked to Manning to engineer a 
win that would lift New York to fi rst 
place in the NFC East. Instead, the 
off ense was non-existent as the de-
fense was forced to step up and ul-
timately win the game.
Sunday’s outing for Brees was a 
blunt slap in the face to all his crit-
ics, as his performance lifted the 
team above the stubborn off ense 
of the Giants, all the while posting 
career-highs in many categories. 
Brees completed 40 of his 50 pass-
es, which was good for 511 yards 
and seven touchdown passes. 
Brees tossed a pair of touchdowns 
to each of his young receivers Bran-
don Cooks and Willie Snead. Vet-
erans Marques Colston, Benjamin 
Watson and off season acquisition 
C.J. Spiller all recorded a receiving 
touchdown as well. 
Although equally impressive, 
Manning’s outing came just shy of 
matching that of Brees; the New 
Orleans native fi nished with 30 for 
41 in passes attempted, totaling 350 
yards, six passing touchdowns and 
no interceptions. Manning and star 
wide out Odell Beckham Jr., both 
Louisiana natives, had a home-
coming party to the tune of three 
touchdowns and 130 yards, includ-
ing a 50-yard toss fl ying just over 
the head of the Saints’ secondary 
and into the hands of the awaiting 
Beckham. Off season acquisition 
Dwayne Harris Jr. continued to im-
press while fi lling in for the injured 
Victor Cruz at the slot receiver po-
sition. Th e former Cowboys’ kick-
returner left the game early with an 
ankle injury, but returned to haul in 
two touchdown passes.
Together, the two teams com-
bined for 13 passing touchdowns 
(zero rushing touchdowns), for 
the most ever in NFL history. Both 
teams accounted for 101 points, 
ranking third-most points scored 
in an NFL game. Brees’ seven pass-
ing touchdowns tied the record for 
most touchdown passes thrown in 
a single game; a tie currently held 
by eight quarterbacks including 
future Hall-of-Famer Peyton Man-
ning and Nick Foles. Manning’s 
third touchdown pass was marked 
the 274th of his career, elevating 
him over Joe Montana for the 11th 
spot in the all-time passing touch-
down list.
Th e game was ultimately decid-
ed by a last-second touchdown, as 
recently signed kicker Kai Forbath 
drilled a 50-yard fi eld goal through 
the uprights in the fi nal seconds 
of the game. While fans celebrated 
the individual performances of 
Brees and Manning, Giants head 
coach Tom Coughlin was furious 
during the post-game press con-
ference at the atrocious defensive 
performance. Th e defense put the 
Giants down two touchdowns at 
two separate points in the game, at 
which Manning orchestrated a mi-
raculous comeback to give his team 
a lead late in the fourth quarter. 
Instead of protecting the lead, the 
defense went on to give up the ty-
ing score with enough time on the 
clock for the Saints to later kick the 
game-winning fi eld goal to avoid 
going into overtime.
While the Giants remained 
atop their division thanks to a 
fourth straight loss from the injury-
plagued Cowboys and BYE weeks 
for the Redskins and Eagles, they 
are on a short leash. Th e team is 
struggling to fi nd their identity on 
both sides of the ball; every week 
is a one-sided performance by ei-
ther the off ense or defense, but 
never a collective eff ort. Facing 
tough divisional matchups and the 
championship-caliber New Eng-
land Patriots in the coming weeks, 
the Giants’ destiny solely relies on 
their ability to work together to 
engineer wins. 
Saints topple Big Blue in NFC clash for record-breaking night
Manning (left) and Brees (right) combined for a total of 13 passing touchdowns in their week 8 matchup, breaking an NFL record.
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1. Hassan Rouhani’s 
language
6. Filling station fi ller
9. “____! In the Name 
of Love”
13. Like closed curtains
14. Paleontologist’s estimate
15. Unit of electrical energy
16. Bitter
17. Between generations?
18. Harbor city of Ancient 
Rome
19. *Tennis great








39. In no manner
40. Up it in poker
41. Polynesian dance, pl.
43. Like a broken horse
44. Kelly Clarkson and Phillip 
Phillips
46. Hindu Mr.
47. Julia Roberts’ Brockovich
48. Dairy choice
50. NCAA tourney position
52. “Owner of a Lonely 
Heart” band
53. Affi  rmative
55. Indigo extract
57. *1968 Olympic fi gure 
skater
61. *Bruce no more
64. Bad car
65. ____ Tzu
67. Be of use
69. Wine ripening
70. Caribou kin
71. Dots and dashes code
72. A ____ ____ move
73. *Result of fi rst Lewis-
Holyfi eld title fi ght
74. Like Tin Man after being 
helped
DOWN
1. Health and Human 
Services org.
2. Parentheses, e.g.
3. Hard to fi nd




8. Part of a calyx
9. Average
10. Sounds of reproof
11. Medley
12. Church sound
15. *Bull and Wizard
20. Black Beauty’s cry
22. *Mike Tyson bit one
24. Hungarian stew
25. *Fastest man on Earth
26. Japanese sword fi ghting
27. To ____ ____ a table
29. Clobber
31. Do, re or mi
32. Characterized by great 
caution
33. Friend, slang
34. *Credited for crushing 
Hitler’s myth of Aryan 
supremacy
36. Narcissist’s love
38. *a.k.a. The Sultan of Swat
42. Napped leather
45. “I’m just ____...”
49. X
51. Electrical current 
generator
54. End of a shoelace
56. Concluding portion of a 
poem or essay
57. Old Glory
58. Children’s construction 
block
59. What exhaust pipes do
60. Opposite of stereo
61. Jester’s remark
62. *____ “The Pearl” 
Monroe
63. Do like phoenix









12:40 p.m.-2:20 p.m. | VC 10-160 | Free
FEAR FACTOR 
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | VC Multipurpose Room | Free
TUES
10
ANNUAL FINANCIAL MARKETS CONFERENCE
10:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m. | VC 14-250 | Free
PSYCHOLOGY CAREER & INTERNSHIP FAIR 
3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. | Library Building 750 | Free
WED
11
BATTLE OF THE SEXES 
12:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m. | VC 3-215 | Free
SOCA’S GAME NIGHT TOURNAMENT 
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | VC 2-125 | Free
THURS
12
GOOD DESIGN IS A GREAT INVESTMENT 
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | VC 3-125 | Free
MEN’S BASKETBALL: BARUCH VS. MONTCLAIR STATE UNIVERSITY 
7:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | VC B2 Level - Main Gym | Free
FRI
13
JENNY PERLIN: OPEN SENTENCE
ALL DAY | New Media Artspace| Free 
CNYC1 35TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE
7:00  a.m.-7:00  p.m. | VC 14-275 | Free
SAT
14
PORTRAITS: A GLOBAL VIEW, PHOTOGRAPHS AND PRINTS
ALL DAY | Sidney Mishkin Gallery | Free
JMAC PRESENTS THEY WRITE THE SONGS




REBECCA VICENTE | THE TICKER
Career Spotlight
W.W. Norton & Company is 
an esteemed New York-based 
publishing house that is now 
approaching its 90th year. With 
an annual list of 400 titles, W. W. 
Norton is a global company, its 
familiar seagull logo appearing 
on books in the United States, 
Canada, Australia, New Zea-
land, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Ja-
pan, Korea, and Latin America. 
The sociology department 
at W. W. Norton & Company 
is currently seeking an intern 
to start as soon as possible, or 
during the spring semester, to 
assist with a variety of edito-
rial projects. The internship will 
off er insight into the editorial, 
marketing, and sales aspects of 
textbook publishing. Responsi-
bilities will vary, but will include 
assisting with the prepara-
tion of manuscripts, research-
ing market data, performing 
database work, social media, 
assisting with various stages 
of production, and other day-
to-day administrative tasks. 
Candidates should have strong 
research and writing skills, be 
detail-oriented and organized, 
be comfortable working in-
dependently in an offi  ce envi-
ronment, and have an interest 
in learning about textbook 
publishing. A background or 
interest in the social sciences 
is preferred but not required. 
Specifi c work hours are fl exible 
but interns usually work three 
or four days per week for a to-
tal of 20 hours. College juniors, 
seniors, and recent graduates 
preferred. This is a paid intern-
ship, all majors are welcome to 
apply.
For more information, visit 
STARRSearch with the ID number 
84201. 
INTERNSHIP UPDATE
W.W. Norton & Company is seeking a sociology department intern
W.W. NORTON & COMPANY
Did you know that SCDC has a professional career counselor 
who serves as a veterans’ liaison and provides career development 
resources and support for student veterans on campus?  
Feel free to set up an appointment with Dr. Bethany Aaronson, 
Adjunct Career Counselor via STARR Search. 
FUN FACT
PEERS FOR CAREER
Writing Winning Resumes 
Wednesday, Nov. 11, 3:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m., VC 2-190
Attend to learn how to develop and design a professional, 
marketable resume.
Job Interview: Advanced 
Thursday, Nov. 12, 3:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m., VC 2-190
This workshop is designed for juniors and seniors who have 
attended the basic workshop and desire more intensive training.
Consulting 101: Case Interview, 
Monday, Nov. 16, 3:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m., VC 2-190
This workshop will provide insight on how to analyze cases and 
provide solutions.
Personal Pitch Workshop, 
Tuesday, Nov. 17, 2:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m., VC 2-190
Learn and practice how to give your own “personal 
advertisement” to help with networking and job interviewing.
SAVE THE DATE
EVENTS
On Linkedin, it’s important to include a picture of yourself in professional attire, your full 
legal name, and provide an accurate, concise summary that will grab attention. Listing your 




PEER TIP OF THE WEEK
 CHECK OUT THIS WEEK’S WORDS OF WISDOM FROM PEERS FOR CAREERS, AMBASSADORS OF SCDC
AS WE ARE – DISABILITY: PORTRAITS OF A COMMUNITY
ALL DAY | Library Building 2nd FLoor | Free
THE CHANGING CLIMATE FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM
5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | VC 14-220 | Free

